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DePue: Today is Friday, July 20, 2012. My name isiM DePue, the director of oral
history with the Abraham Lincoln Presi
Jacksonville with Iver Yeager. Good afternoon, Iver.

Yeager: Good afternoon.

DePue: We are here to talk to Iver about his experiences in the Navy diwamigl
War | 1. But, the first time we met, I
incredible story, justgrowingup. guess iitodés tyepmi cal for
story, but | think 1tds an important o
todaytokindoflayh at out . Let 6s start with | usH
you were born, and weodll take it from

Yeager: | was born in 1922 April twenty-fourthd in a little town called Yoder, north

of Torrington, Wyoming, in the southeastern part of Wyoming. My fatlses

a newspaper man and was publishing a small, weekly paper cal&dshen
Hole News Goshen Hole was the name for the region. It wiasedrrigation
project, and | think, through the teens and twenties, quite a prosperous town.
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When | was two,
the family moved to
Denver, and they took
me with them. So, my
first memories are of
life in Denver,

Colorado. At first we
lived in a large brick
house on South Elati
Street | was with my
mother and older
brother. Our father, by
that time, had gotten
into advertising and was
on the road much of the Anson and lver Yeager in Denver, 1924.

time. But at any rate, we

were living there in South Elati Street in this large brick house.

But in 1928 the family purchasechaw home on South Corona Street,
1625 South Corona, on the southwest side of the city. We enjoyed life there.
My brother and | took some turns at being salesmen. We could go to a local
store, check out a box of popcorn and sell it for ten cents a bag.dbld ten
bags, we got the last one free, or we got ten cents as our pay. Sometimes we
sold magazines, but | was not a very effective salesman. | think my older
brother was much better.

One memory is of going outside after a hailstorm and filling our
wagon with hailstones. Many of the greenhouses in Denver, at that time, were
shattered by all of the hail. We had no damage but had a lot of fun with the
hailstones.

Another very vivid
memory happened in
December of 1928, when |
was about six and a half.
My younger brother was
about a year old, and my
mother was wrapping
Christmas packages just
prior to Christmas. She had
seated my little brother on
the table, so he atd watch
and be there while we were
working. Somehow he
found a penny in the box of Christmas wrappings my mother was using. He
put it in his mouth, and he started

Anson, Elise, Iver Yeager, 1925.

t

U



Iver Yeager Interview # VR2A-L-2012032.02

the fire station antkdebackdoorltedcmwssa So, I
vacant lot to the firehouse and rushed back with a fireman. Happily, by that
time my brother had coughed up the penny, but it was quite a scare.

We lived there until 1930, when my father was unable to get work,
unable to suppb us. He left it to our mother to take, now, three sons with her
to return to western South Dakota, to the area where her father had
homesteaded. They came over from Norway when she wadswis about
1910, when she was about ten years old, that teatdd on a small farm or
ranch, actually, in western South Dakota. The distinction is that, in a ranch,
you make most of your living from livestock, and that was the case with us.

We did some farming, but it was incide
at that time.

DePue: | wanted to jump in here a little bit.

Yeager: Yes, of course.

DePue: To kind of put a couple of markers in here, when we met the first time, you
showed me a couple of things. Youdve w
yourownlf e, and 1 dm hol di ng Autobiographydiands r
Iver F. Yeager, 1922101940 I know youobdbve got anot he

to next time, which deals with your experiences onit& S Dyson,during
World War 1. All of this is illustraive of a gentleman who spent his life in
academia, teaching history and religion and philosophy?

Yeager: Yes.
DePue: And youbve done that here in Jacksonvi
Yeager: Yes. And | taught at two other colleges before we came. fidrat was for a

total of six years after my graduate study at the University of Chicago. | came
to lllinois College, actually, as dean of the college, so | wanted to try
academic administration. After twelve years as dean, | returned to teaching,
voluntaily, and spent the next eighteen years as a teacher of religion and
philosophy, both from historical points of view.

DePue: Now | want to jump way back and ask you to talk about both your parents.
Letds start with your f agbingdaclofartheb ac k gr o
t han that, because everybodyds got an

certainly in that category.

Yeager: Wel | |, | think | should startdamdi t h my n
actually the onl§ grandparent | ever met. Theeth t hr e e, my f at he
parents and my motherés mother, died b
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And what was his name?

Wel | , my mot F 9 '
was Anders Thingelstad,

T-h-i-n-g-e-l-s-t-a-d. It
means Athe pl
theThingelme t . 6 Th
Thingelwas a council, 1
maybe even a tribal
council, though they were
not, | think, basically a
tribe. They were farm
people in Norway, about
fifty miles north of Oslo. Anson Yeager and Anders Thingelstad holding Iver Yeager

Bu)': life was hard ilNorway, n South bakora, 1925.

and my grandfather did not

inherit land from his mother. She had two farms and chose to leave one of
them to another son and kept one for herself.

So my grandfather made his living as a cabinet maker. He could make
very beautiful furniture and ay request made some skis for us, after we
moved out to South Dakota. He was a farmer then and a cabinet maker. They
came over from Norway in 1906 with two sons, my uncles, and my mother
and her sister and aunt.

Went through Ellis Island, |1 wouldsaume.

They went through Ellis Island, yes, and were admitted to this country. Even
though my mother was still quite young, she remembered that quite vividly
and was always proud of having gone through Ellis Island and becoming
naturalized, of cowe, through her father.

So, they settled on this homestead in northwestern South Dakota,
about ninety miles south of the North Dakota line and about eighty miles east
of the MontanaVyoming line, in a country that was typified by buttes and
canyons and soe rivers and quite a few creeks. We called them creeks.

My memories of my years there, from the age of eight in 1930, until |
graduated from high school, was having a home base and a small ranch in
western South Dakota. For some years, we lived withenottd s uncl e,
had also emigrated from Norway. He was a very kind man and took in his
niecéd my mothed and her three sons. In the prosperous twenties, he had
built a fourroom house, and we (laughs) helped fill it, the four of us.

What was his nante

w h
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Yeager: His name was Iverson, Thorvald Iversow-é-r-s-0-n, and the first name was
Thorvald T-h-o-r-v-al-d. He was very kind to us, took us in. | think my
mother, as a housekeeper and a gardener and seamstress and all the rest,
fulfilled all responsibilities she possibly could to help my uncle and make life
pleasant for him. But we were indeltgreatly to him for those early years in
South Dakota.

DePue: What was your momdbMyf moshenéameflaMeawas
I-i-s-e, Elise
Marie
Thingelstad,
born on
March 30,
1899. She
went to a one
room school.
We have a
picture of it.

It was a one
room sod

schoolhouse
with, | think, Sod schoolhouse in Meade, South Dakota, spring of 1911. Iver's aunt Mony

one WindOW, Thingelstad and his mother Elise Thingelstad are third and fourth from left.

basically, and a door. It was located a couplmites from where my

mot herds family |lived, on the hillside
of the teacher she had, a Miss Alexander. She went to school with about half a
dozen other children, some of whom later became relatives to us. She went to

high school in Deadwood, South Dakota. There was no high school in our

area.

Deadwood, on the edge of the Black Hills, about ninety miles away,
offered an opportunity for her. It was a thriving, mining town close to Lead,
South Dakota, which was the howiethe famous Homestake Gold Mine,
which | think produced more gold than any other mine in U.S. history.
Unfortunately, the folks didndét have s
family. MannyFalsteadvas a tailor and quite a successful man. His wiis
helpful, but pretty strict, and | always thought a rather severe person. We were
required to call her Aunt Gussie. She always required a kiss on the cheek. My
brother and | always were a little reluctant to provide that kiss. But she taught
my mothermany things about homemaking, keeping a neat household and
setting a nice table.

My mother always profited from that. She was a fine hostess, a very
good cook, and she always provided very well for us. She was a good
gardener. Although we had very litilethe way of cash income during the
thirties, we were never hungry. We always had decent clothing to wear and a
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school to go to. My mother had provided very well for us. We raised most of
our food. Bought sugar, cof8d di dnét drinkdadffee in
sometimes a jar of peanut butter. We lived on a very few hundred dollars.

The year before | went to college, which was the year 1939, the cash
income for the family was $400. That d
My mother was very thrifty. Shadded to it by raising turkeys and chickens.

One time in the summer, | took nineteen dozen eggs to the local store, about a
half a mile away. It was a country store. The pay was seven cents a dozen. In
those days, chickens worked only in the summertineeaaly, of course, in

the daytime. All people had lots of eggs at the same time.

At any rate, we raised our own food. We had hogs. | learned how to
butcher hogs at an early age and to help with the butchering. | learned how to
take care of turkeys. It vgany job to chop the head off a chicken fapaing
fry. My mother made very good fried chicken, and we always enjoyed that, of
course. We had good vegetables from our garden. So we really got along well.
We didndor r b a thatderéatly wer@oor, but most other
people were too.

DePue: You mentioned how much the family made in 1939. | think you said $400.
Was 1939 a good year, or was that a bad year for you?

Yeager: |l really dondét know how it compared, w
more limited because, by the end of the year, things had collapsed. | think
probably the late twenties had been prosperous years for the people who were
in farming and cattle raising. Then, in the thirties, prices went down. Money
was hard to get.

DePue: Well, | know that, in American agriculture overall, those early thirties were
especially, horrendously tough years f
1939 was one of the better years that you would have had in the thirties.

Yeager: Well, it may have beemBut | should mention that my mother and father
divorced in 1932¢éIl think | ate 1932. My
nonsupport. My father never really took care of us. My older brother was
quicker to realize than | did that, in fact, our father abaed us and left it to
our mother to take care of us.

DePue: What was your older brotherdéds name?

Yeager: His name was Anson. He was named for o
father was the oldest in a family of six. His faiheéhe one who had been in
the Civil Ward married after the war was over and had two sons and four
daughters. He died in 1890 of tuberculosis.
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We have some of the letters that he and his wife exchanged during this
period, and theyore really piramthieul t o
coughing and losing blood and having great difficulty. His wife, my
grandmot her , wr-antse maydeaaple to lgelp. HA [womisesS o
t hat he can give you some help. o Well,
came intime. He diedvehn my f at her was fourteen. I
again, long before | was born.

DePue: Do you know if your grandfather saw any serious combat during the Civil
War?
Yeager: Yes, he was engaged in battles in Florence, Chickamauga, Chattanooga and

Atlanta. There were some others. In later years, my younger son accompanied

us when we made some trips into the South to visit some of these battlefields.

One of the most vivid experiences was noticing the contrast between the
monuments erected on behalf of the dinibeautiful, polished marble

columns and mausoleums of considerable height. By contrast, there were very
simple, hardly noticeable, small marke
regiment, for example, had fought in one of the battles at Chickamauga.

DePue: Do you know which regiment he belonged to?

Yeager: [Yeager added this information later] He was a private in Company G, 29th
regiment, Tennessee infantry.

DePue: Union or Confederate Army?

Yeager: He was in the Confederate Ar my. I hadn
really a Southerner. As | said, we had very little contact with my father, and |
never really learned about the family background until later years. But | grew
up, first startingn Colorado and then in South Dakota, and | was always a
AUni on man. O

One of my proud experiences was when | was starting my eighth
grade. | had won a trip to the state fair in a spelling contest, and we stopped at
the State Capitol in South Dakota ireRe. The guard and guide at the State
House was a man who had been in the Union Army, and he had shaken the
hand of Abraham Lincoln. So | got to shake the hand that shook the hand of
Abraham Lincoln.

| was always proud of being a Union man, not knowhag tmy
(laughs) grandfather had been in the Confederate Army. In later years, | talked
to a sistefin-lawd my wi f e ds & who tvds @&oamite deep Sowh,
in Alabama.She was a lovely person, a very liberal person. | was joking with
her . Annelgust dot usdéd to the idea that my grandfather had been a
Confederate soldier, when | learned that his father had actually owned a slave
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namedSteve 0 My -indaw wds a very nice person, but she gave me the

bi ggest put down Ifdlvvee re,v elr fheaedl. sSohrer ys afi
gone through far more than | ever did, trying to understand her background in
slavery, as a white person and profiting from slavery. So, she had a lot more to
forgive than | did.

At any rate, making that longer stanaybe shortl, can go on from
theretotheonre oom school in South Dakot a. I f
comments about that.

Wel | , before we get there, you ha
were just talking about your grandfather. Bliwt was your f
before you guys ended up in Wyoming, of all places?

Well, for several years of my life, | think the family was quite prosperous. We
had a nice house, a rather large house. My mother had a cabinet phonograph, a
wind-up phonograph, lots of records. We have pictures of her. She dressed
sometimes like a flapper, the short skirt and long beads hanging down, big
floppy hats, nice clothing. There are pictures of my father and my mother
together, down in the South, I think, @alveston, Texas. They traveled quite

a bit in the early years of their marriage.

My father apparently kept the family in pretty good condition during
those early years. But, again, as my n
to come hoome.oOohdéler wad most of the ti me
much of him. But | was very fond of him. He always would give me a nice
gift for my birthday, and then, for Christmas, we would get things like an
electric trainor a bicycle or something like that. 8wse were prosperous
years. But once he lost his job, he never really recovered from that.

Well, | know that there was a tideand this is before, | think, you came
alongd but he was down in Texas. You mentioned, when we first met, that he
was in thenewspaper business.

Yes. Well, thatdés how they happened to
school graduation in 1917, went to work in Douglas, Wyoming, for a

newspaper. Apparently, at that point, my father was traveling, primarily in

advertisng at that stage, not news as such. | think they met as a result of that.

He stopped at this newspaper to talk to the editor or publisher and met my

mot her. She was my fatherdés second wif
big rancher, just south obR Worth, Texas. Apparently, at the height of his

ranching, he had thousands of acres.

But her parents were opposed to her marriage to my father. They
didndét think it proper for a rancher 6s
living wearing a white ght. Only a rancher was a suitable husband.
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According to one of my older halfrothers, her parents really broke up the

marriage. So, before my mother married him, my father already had a family.

She said that she had knouyaonlytwodays he 6 d
before the wedding, she learned that he had three sons, and apparently he
hadnoét taken care of t he-suppoitillets . So h
condense the story of the family, after my father and mother divorced, my

mother mared Nels Afdahl. His last name is-#Ad-a-h-I. He was a handsome
Norwegian, born in Norway, like herself, who had a ranch adjacent to my
greatuncl| ed s .

This would have been South Dakota?

This was in South Dakota. In that marriage, my mohia& three more sons.

To keep things straight, the first family was three sons, with my father and his
first wife. My fatherds second marri ag
as the parent this time. Then my mother had a second family, with three more

sons, no daughters. So, | was the middle son, in the middle three. Three older
half-brothers, an older brother and a younger brother, and three younger half
brothers. So | have quite a family. My wife was always amazed at how many
relatives | had. (both layhn).

But my guess is that you didndét have n
brothers. Is that correct?

That 6s correct. There was a short peri
them, Frank, who had entered the consular service. The fiesbfumy father
obtained a ranch in southern Texas. She and her three sons lived on that ranch,

and myolderhatbr ot her |, Frank, said, Al di dno:
unt i | | went to school. 06 But he said,
Englsh and as | grew up, I found that th

consul in the consular service, serving in places like El Paso, Texas, and a
period down in Colombia, South America. Well, | had some correspondence
with him.

But it 6s pnilhaintine Southaid not rdally wdnato have
much to do with the family in South Dakota. | imagine that they blamed my
mot her for the divorce, though (|l aughs
point. They never really forgave my fatBewho was suppsed to be perfect
in their eyed for the unfortunate life of the older family. So we had little to
do with them. But at Christmas time, my Aunt Fannie Lu, down in Houston,
Texas, taught commercial subjects, including typing in a Houston high school.
She wauld send us, usually, $10 for Christmas, which was really quite a gift.
Another aunt might send us $5. Another aunt, who taught music in
Hollywood, California, would send us a box of glazed fruit from California.

Was this $5 and $10 per person ottte entire family?
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To the entire familyéactually, to the
There was workmends compensation funds
accident in 1934, April nineteenth, five days before my birthday. | wondered

whyl hadndét gotten any gift from him, a
birthday, that hedd been killed in an

So, that was four years after he had kind of left the scene. What were your
reactions to that news?

|l 6m sorry?

What was your reaction to hearing abou
of the picture for a while.

Well, | was very saddened by it. That made me very sad, because | really had
idealized him. You can use that wordddlized him. My older brother, |

| earned | ater, was more sensible about
a good relationship to begin with. | think | grew up and had a better life
because my father didndét hange a rol e i

Just one or two more questions about the years in Denver. You were very
young at that time.

Yes, yes.

For most people that age, itds before
describe, as much as you can remember those yeaenirer, as happy years
for you, personally?

Yes, | think they were happy years for all the family. My mother never
complained to us about our father. She (laughs) was a good Norwegian. She
took life with all of its hardness, in her stride, and ghaected us, really,

from the bad effects of the relationship. She did all she could, I think, to make
up for it. I think, frankly, she did a good job in raising us three sons and in
raising three more sons, later.

Nineteen thirty was, of coursearly in the Depression years. By that time,
lots of homes and farms were foreclosing. Was that the situation that caused
the move from Denver in 19307

Well, my father, sometime during 1930, was no longer able to get work, and

we had to move out afur new house to an apartment building. | remember it

as an old, somewhat rdown, duplex apartment on another street in Denver.

Wel | |, | wasndt sensitive enough to rea
We were able to make the trip from Denver to teesSouth Dakota, because

of my mot herds sister and her husband.

10
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My mot herds younger sister I|lived
where the family had settled. She married a man who was a very successful
rancher and storekeeper. He had a countingsgelling gasoline, along with

u

groceries, and had a ranch on the side

Paul Lehman, te-h-m-a-n, had their first son, who was a little younger than
my younger brother. His name was Paul. We called him Little Paul.dde w
born with club feet. So, in 1928, soon after he was born, his parents took him
to Denver, where he could have treatment for the club feet and had his feet
straightened out.

My uncle then delivered bread. Apparently he made a good go of it as
a bread dasman. He earned pretty good money and was able to buy a 1930
Ford, twadoor coach. The coach had a full backseat but only two doors, not a
four-door. At any rate, they were ready to leave, when we had to leave South
Dakota, fortunately.

You mearDenver?

They were ready to leave Denver, because they no longer needed to remain
where the doctors were. So, my Uncle Paul had avidwel trailer hitched to

his Ford car. They put their own belongings in the trailer and were able to put
some thmgs for us in the trailer, so, together the two sisters and their families,

traveled in this Ford from Denver t
miles.
|l ver, you keep saying Awestern Sout

of a town tkat you moved to. (both laugh)

That 6s quite the case. The nearest
Going the other direction, the nearest town was-fiftg miles away. This

was on a federal highway, U.S. 212. But there was a stretblatdfighway

for seventy miles that was not even graveled. We had a did radelderal
highwaypa dirt road [that] didndét reall
Crisis, but thatodés another story.

At any rate, my Uncle Paul and his wife were in theffraf the car.
My Aunt Mony had to hold the baby in her lap. My mother and her three sons
were in the backseat. It was a full car. The biggest adventure on that trip was
when we were crossing a broad area in Wyoming, where the water was
running over the lghway, maybe about a foot deep. Ahead of us there were
cars in the ditch on either side. We came to that point. My uncle drove straight
across. It must have been, | would say, more than a hundre@ Jardger
than a football field where the water was flowgy over the highway at a
uniform depth. It was quite level.

11
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In later years, | asked my uncle how he could do it, when those other
drivers couldnot. Well, the other driwv
kept watching the wheer. bE€heyngsul tHe o &
was like plowing. When you plow, you have the first furrow straight, and you
fix your eye on a point, preferably a post that you put up on the other side.

You just watch that, regar ddstleokat. You d
that point and head right for it.o He
on the other side of the road, (DePue laughs) where the water had not covered
the road. 60 So, we went across without
thought.

We were going to spend August out in South Dakota. We had been
there a couple of years before in the summer. | liked to see my uncles and my
grandfather and see their ranches and play out in the area, so | thought it was a
great adventure.

lreallyenjoed going to school out there 1
schools. | started school at mygar, so | hadour and a half years of
schooling in Denver, before we left Denver. Out in South Dakota, | went to a
oneroom school with my older brother. The school was miles away.
There were probably about a dozen pupils, altogether, and most, if not all of
the grades, one through eight, were represented. One large family who lived in
the same district usually had four or five children, most of them daughters, in
the school at the same time. But | thought it was great fun to be in this little
school, and | found schoolwork enjoyable. | did very well in school and really
enjoyed it.

You mentioned your mother went to a sod,-omem school. What was the
constrution for this school?

It was a framed building, with three large windows on the east side. There

were no windows north or sout h, becaus
the winter, so you didnodét hoome windows
building, with ample room for a huge stove, fired with wood and soft lignite

coal in the wintertime. We had a well out in the yard, where we could get our

water. Now there were two privies in the back of the school, boys and girls.

We would be there at 8:08 the morning and have a recess in-mid

morning, about fifteen or twenty minut
and play. We usually had an hour for lunch, which gave us time for lunch and

roaming around. |l n the sprandgher wedd go
wildfl ower s. Il n the wintertime, wedd p

always snow in the wintertime. So, anyway, | went to that same school
building for five years but with three different teachers in that time.

What do you think of thguality of the teachers you had?

12
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Yeager: | think that they were excellent.

DePue: Mostly single women?

Yeager: They were all women. For grades three and four, | had Anna Hill, a woman |
suppose, at that point, fifigh, who had spent her life in teachizgd was, |
think, very good and a very nice perso

ranch, ten miles north of us, every day in decent weather. She stayed with a
family in the wintertime, at Maurine, another little crossroads area, where the
country stoe and post office were located.

DePue: Not enough people though to call it a town?

Yeager: Population was maybe, at most, ten. (both laugh) Most of them in one family.

DePue: Okay.

Yeager: And | think she was a very, very fine teacher. Then, the next year, the teacher
was FayeHainesTeske, Faye Teske. She was a rather severe person. You
didndét fool around with her. |l think s

but her husband was out obvk. Her father, who was a very big rancher,

north of us, built a oneoom house for them, on the school grounds, for that
one year, and they lived in it. | think her pay was probably $50 a month, paid
in warrants, which were promises to pay when the Isclabol district had
enough money to pay. Payment was made, according to the date of the
warrant. | think the teachers had to take a 10% reduction to get cash for their
warrants.

(pause in recording)

DePue: Well, we took a quick break. lver, you and hqgack it up with your
discussion of the teachers you had.

Yeager: Well, the teacher | had, when | was in grade six and seven at the Red Top
School, where | had already been for three years previously, was Mary Hill,
the daughter of Anna Hill, my first teher out there. Mary was a wonderful
person. She was, | think, not much more than a high school gra8bate.
maybe had a summer school and possibly a year of nhormal school to prepare
for teaching, but she was apparently a born teacher. Her mother veatierte
and that may have helped. She was a very lovely person, pretty too, though |
was a little too young for that. She loved reading.

Every morning, wedd start school wi
someti mes a Anngof@een Gablgskmetind S k& boyds bo
like Smokeya Story of aHorse We 6d have a chapter of
webd spend the day in classes. She was
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We would make papdround books, making endpapers in our little books.
There would be atory, maybe an essay, or maybe just examples of Palmer
Method penmanship, in these books. We painted silhouette pictures. | made a
couple of those. You put a silhouette picture under the piece of glass in a
small frame and paint the outline and fillnt One of my pictures was a little

boy, tugging on a cow that wants to go the other way. So, she was very
creative when it came to reading. She was very creative in artwork.

She was also creative in music. She was the one who really taught me
to love must. She had some good songbooks. She taught us many different
kinds of songs, popular songs, patriotic songs and Stephen Foster songs. We
had a rhythm band. In a rhythm band, you have different instruments to make
sounds. For example, sand blogkshich makea nice grating noise
cymbals, drumsticks, drums, a kazoo or two. She taught us a lot about many
things. We had a very varied curriculum, and we learned the basics too. She
didndét neglect the three ROs.

Wel | , | 6 m awhwveary sy ocwmer@nugshobl erevirooment
and youbve got that many grades, al
the teacher keep every one of the grade levels challenged? Do you get to be
doing a lot of teaching yourself, once you get a little bit older?

Well, thatds one of the ways you do
younger children recite. One of the beauties of therooen school was that

you learned everything at least three times. You heard the older children when
they learned it; you leaed it, when it was in your grade to learn it, and you
heard it again from the younger children. So, | think the multiplication tables
and spelling and things like that really were pretty deeply embedded in us by
the time we finished eight grades.

Now Mary was the teacher for those two years and a wonderful
teacher. At that point, because of changes in the residence in our own school
district, we were on the other side of the highway, which was the dividing
line. Our district paid tuition so that we ddwattend the Red Top School. That
was so that they could keep the one school they had, located where they had
more students attending.

But, when those families on the east ad usaybe six or seven miles
east of ud8 no longer had school children in therakntary grades, then they
could move the schoolhouse closer to us. So, for grades eight, nine and ten, |
attended a onmom schoolhouse in a different location. It was located about
a mile southeast of us. The Red Top was two miles west. This was a mile
southeast but across a deep ravine and up a steep hill, so we were high on a
windy hill. At that point, after grade eight, where we had a good teacher, we
had university teachers.

14
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The Haines family, who were the most prominent, most-teetio
family in the district they had a big ranéhwanted their daughter, Lillian,
who happened to be in my class, to take Latin. Since Lillian had Latin, | had
Latin. There were the two of us in that freshman class. There were five in the
school, three elementary childéemne of them, my younger broti@iLillian,
and I. The next year, for our sophomore year, we had six other students. A
couple of girls from north of us roomed with another family in our district and
attended the school, as did Elizabeth McTighe, whose faivdg two miles
west of the school.

My best friend, Calvin, who lived only twenty miles from our house
on another ranch, lived with us during the week and went to the school. Then,
a girl named Elma Janke lived with the Haines family and attended school
with Lillian. So we went from two in the freshman year to seven in the
sophomore year and still three elementary students. We had a different
university teacher that year, but also a university teacher who could teach
Latin for the second year.

Well, aftert hat , we had to go to Newell
Newell. We had to go away to go to high school for our junior and senior
years. Most students went to Faith, which was thirty miles east of us. But it
didndét have a veryaddmionghirglpusahooin. a
sure itbés probably the influence of th
Newell High School.

Newell was fifty-five miles west of us. It was in the irrigation district,
made very fertile by the huge dam, at that time, ahgelst earthen dam in the
world. It supplied water for thousands of acres of land, which were very
prosperous. There also were a number of univeesitycated men who were
associated with the experimental farm, associated with the irrigation district.

So,Newell had the happy circumstance of having a highan
average education. It was the first time | ever, | think, saw a man who had
attended the university and graduated from the university. It had a-higher
thanusual average of men and women who weriearsity educated. So,
again, | think we had an aboeserage education at the Newell High School.

DePue: | wanted to ask you, though, during this timefr@&meor r ect me i f | 61
wrongd but , it wouldndét have been unusual
in farm or rural backgrounadhot to even bother with the last couple of years of
high school.

Yeager: More than that, many simply dropped out after eighth grade.

DePue: Was that ever part of the equation for your family?
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No. No, my mother was insistethat we get an education. She herself had to

work very hard, but, in her family, she was the first high school graduate. She

knew that we had to have an education if we were going to get anywhere in

the world. | offered to stay home after high schoetduse my mother, at that
point, had two very young sons, threeé

My stepfather, by that time, had suffered a lot of rheumatism and, at
times, couldndét wor k. I did a | ot of t
Ore time, when they were building a WPA dam, about two miles from us, my
father obtained work in helping to build that dam. He would drive his four
horse team over to the dam site, hitched themfitesael and helped to scoop
up the earth and build up tldam. Well, there were a couple of days when he
was too sick to go to work.

So, he suggested that | hitch up the team and go ovexsar@lie the

foreman, if hedod | et me work. He said,
(laughs) on the WPA dam, drivirtge fourhorse team with thizesnel

Anyway, | offered to stay home. | said
|l 61l buy a tractor, and I 611 stay home

make them work hard when it was hot and the flies werelbadlly wanted
to get a tractor. Well, | had five hundred dollars.

When my father died, there was so0me
involved. It took, I think, about two years of litigation, between Texas and
South Dakota attorneys. The amount of the paymestoriginally $2,500 for
my fatherds family, meaning the family
any rate, by the time the attorneys were through, it was down to $1,500. My
mother put five hundred dollars in the bank for my older brother, fivielted
dollars for me, and five hundred dollars for our younger brother. She never

touched the money. She was really in g
It Il said, Al f you |l et me spend my mo
She said, fANo. O

| wanted to come back to talking more about your experience in high school,

when you went to Newell. That was quit
living. But, before we do that, | also wanted to find out a lot more about the
farm,ortheranchs you <called it. Youbve alrea

was a cattle ranch, but it sounds like you had a little bit of everything, as well.

Well, we raised some wheat, some corn, oats, and some barley. Often, in those
drought yea® and mosbf the years during the thirties were dry y@aikit

didndét make any seed, at |l east you cou
in the wintertime. So, the farming was incidental to the ranching and the cash

crop of calves in the fall. My fathertepfather, usually had about forty head

of cattle. So, -fivhleadobcdlved) iatherfalydsell. t hi r ty
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How many acres did you have?
About a thousand, and that was a small ranch.

That would sound like an awful lot of land, here in lllinois, especially in those
days.

Yes. Or at todayod6s prices. But, out th
section is 640 acres. There were ranchers, out there near us, who had as much

as thrty sections. Well, actually, | want to change that. They had as much as

thirty thousand acres, which would be about fetyne sections. So, if you

really wanted to be prosperous, you had to have a lot of land. Land was the

really big divider. You couldeally have the most wonderful neighbors,

people who would do anything for you. But, if it came to getting control of

some | and, theydd do anything to get i

Where did Nels get the land? In reading the book and talking to you earlier, |
got the inpression that he was a farmhand for your gueate.

No, he had his own land, adjacenttomygeatc | eds | and. They
same house, actually, but they were not partners in that sense. They had their
own cattle and their own land.

Is that how he and your mother got acquainted in the first place, living in the
same house?

Yes. Yes, this was a fowuoom house, and Nels had one room. My (laughs)

mother had a bedroom, with a cot for my younger brother, and we had a small

living room. My brother, Anson, and | slept in that. We had a cot that had

foldcd own sides to make it about thirty i
two sides and put our quilts on and go to bed. There was one other large room,
which served as kitchenaddi ni ng r oo m. I't had a stov
where wedd put a bum | amb, when we had

A Abum | amb?06 (Il aughs)
An orphaned lamb, yes. They were called bum lambs. (laughs) People, not our

own family, lut some of the people in the area, likefthe y H daimilye s 6
had sheep, not cattle. They were a very good crop, because you had two crops

a year. Youb6bd have wool in the spring.
would bring in money. Then, inthefal, youdéd have a crop o
reproduce faster than cattle do. Anywa

sheep ranching and cattle ranching.

Wel | |, t hereds a whole mythology i n Ame
friction between the two.
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There was a lot of friction, yes. Well, to get back to the story a little bit about
the land, when we moved out there, my stepfather leased selsithn of land
onthe northside of mygreatn c | e 6 s fsectiomwas 220 dceed, &

mile long and half a mile wide. That was essential, because, especially in a

dry year, you had to move cattle from one pasture to another, when the grass
gave out. So, that hadiection of land was pretty important. Well, every year
webdbd get a no thatthelease wasmp anditleat we toald renew
the lease, unless someone bought the land in the meantime. If they bought the
land at leasing time, then you lost it. But otherwise, you could renew it for the
same rate.

Well, that year the notice aboutthals e being due didnot
my folks didndét think too much about i
mail. Well, it had. But | discovered, as | picked up the mail one day after the
lease should have been received, that the postmistress saidlsHegpis A Thi s
mail somehow got stuck up, above the n
Wel | , it wasndét an accident . Fred Hamp
rancher/ farmer in the area, and |1 0m co
postmistress to put our mailinhe wr ong place. So, we d
| came home with that delayed | ease, I
sheri ff.o

Well, the sheriff was eightthree miles away, (laughs) and my mother
sai d, ANo, we wo 8 bytthatdimeSsheecallsdaner tbrmerfi Pe ar |
schoolteacher by her first name. Pearlwas mytedcken e s ai d, Al wi
do anything to hurt her, and it would have gotten her into serious trouble, as
well as Fred Hampton, if we had filed a complaint with the post officeitbr
the sheriff about this mail. o So, we |

Well, in the meantime, my stepfather was able to acquire a little more
land on his side of the highway, (laughs) and, in later years, they acquired
another halisection on the south side of our lagb they got along. But even
with the 1,600 acres, that was still a small place, compared to those people
like Roy Haines and his brother, Martin Haines, and the Weiss brothers, who
had maybe 30,000 acres of land. They were prosperous. They could get a ne
car at least every other year.

Was it in 1933 that your mother got remarried?
Yes, in 1933 she remarried, yes.

Did you continue to live in that same house with the gueate, or did they
move to a new location?

Well, we ived there for a few months, to finish the school year. When school
was out , in the spring of 1933, we mov
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purchase a fouroom house at Maurine. Maurine was the crossroads of the
eastwest highway, U.S. 212, and therthrsouth Bixby local road, a county

road running north and south. At Maurine, Bob Price had a store, and for
some years, he had the appointment as postmaster. So, he did pretty well. He
had customers from maybe ten or fifteen miles around, who would twome

his store. Much quicker than going to Faith, which was thirty or so.

Depending on where you lived, it might be forty miles away. So, Maurine was
really the center of the area, in terms of community, and, happily, we lived
only half a mile from that cower.

DePue: Youbve got a picture in your autobiogr
Yeager: Yes.
DePue: And this is based
on an aerial photo
in the late 1950s.
Does thad
Yeager: Yes.
DePue: el ook | ik

existed when you
were growing up
there?

Yeager: Well, the ranch
buildings would
be essentially the

same.
DePue: Yeah, it looks |like the house, in toda
small.
Yeager: Well, it was, again, four rooms, one large room for a gefmrgdose room,

dining room, living room. It had a bed on one side of it, a cot, anyway. Then
there was a fairly gooedized bedroom for my mother and stepfather and a cot

in that room for one otie younger brothers. A small room at one corner was

for my older brother and me, big enough for a bed and a dresser and (laughs) a
closet, a smaller closet. Then, there was a kitchen. The kitchen generally
becomes the center o EreyouHawthe effeeé.i k e
That 6s where you cook the food. Tha
warm in the wintertime. It was crowded.

t ha
t 6s

In later years, after | left home, they were able to build a basement.

They put the house over the basement, andatided greatly. They also were
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able to have running water, because you have to have electricity to have
running water.

DePue: Well, I did have some questions about that, as well. So, were you there when
they got electricity?

Yeager: No.

DePue: Do you know vhat year they ended up getting electricity?

Yeager: Il think it was 053.

DePue: So, well after World War [1?

Yeager: Well after. It was a major project to run the electric lines over that vast area,

and so it took a long, long, high line to bring electyicit went right across
one side of our ranch. But we had no electricity and no telephone.

We were able to get a radio, | think, in 1935. We bought a radio from
Sears that operated from a car battery, and the car battery would operate it for

aboutsixwe ks. Then, wedd take the battery
have the radio again. With the radio we got news, primarily from Sturgis and
Rapid City, down in the Black Hills, a

our own news would get into the neass the radio in those days. We listened
to programs likd=ibber McGee and Mollyinner SanctumandLucky Strike
Hit Parade We had a lot of radio programs we enjoyed.

We also took a couple of newspapers. We took magaZihes,
Saturday Evening Postyhich had some wonderful stories. One of my
favorite series was about Alexander Botts, [Yeager added the last name at a
later date.] but he worked for the Earthworm Tractor Company. (DePue

|l aughs) 1 tdéds a takeoff on the Caterpil
bumbling sal esman who did everything w
instructions and got himself into trouble. But, in the end, he always landed a

big contract for the company, so all w

humorous stories.

My older brother subscribed fthe American Bognagazine, and it
had marvelous stories. Now, some of the stories were seiietioa stories. |
remember one serial story, called AThe
about a fat det ect ileypieand staies hbowt BehfreMa g g i e
of the Mounted Police. They were higlality stories, | think. In later years, |
got a book of selected stories frdthe American Bognagazine. | subscribed
toBoybés Life
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| always craved contact with the outer world.|Agould be out in the
field haying or mowing or doing whateyv
and wondered where they came from and where they were going. If they were
|l ocal <car s, I knew t hem. Il could tell
Chew or whatever it was. But | always wondered about those people who
could travel and where they were going. So, whenever | had the opportunity, |
traveled too. | won the spelling contest in my seventh grade and won a trip to
the state fair, the only timefiad ever been in eastern South Dakota.

Would that have been in Sioux Falls?
No, it was in Huron.
Huron?

Yes, actually one of the larger towns in South Dakota in that period. | liked to
imagine where people were going. | weohto travel, and so | also had an

interest in the outer world. | learned about the Boy Scouts, so | wrote to find

out how | could become a Lone Scout . T
you went for fifteen miles around, to have a troop. So, | was a §oaat. |

had a scoutmaster, Leslie Gunnison, who was a summertime farmer. He

would help me with my qualifications for advancing from Tenderfoot to

Second Cl ass. I didndot make it to Firs
really didnot tosaim,enosaoftdeeyeass hlived put theceel

became a Lone Scout and took Bxe y 6 smadazinke.édt had some stories.

Primarily, it was information about scouting. One summer, | went to Boy

Scout camp, down in the Black Hills.

That had to bexeiting.

It was. It was very exciting in itself and gave me an opportunity to pass the
requirement for a fourteemile, overnight hike. We were up in the Black

Hills, a beautiful area with lots of woods and mountains. So, we took our

backpacks onafternoon and hiked seven miles up and down the mountains to

get to the location. Well, they had told us when we arrived that the big balloon
ascension was to take place from the Stratobowl, sometime in the coming
weeks. And they issaiglgi mid ftothappearmiwmhi,

camp. Webll take you to see it.o

Well, when we arrived at our campsi
around and go back. We can take your b
room for all you boys in the truck. Soyu 6 | | have to walk bac
we finished our sevemile hike, our fourteemile hike, going back the same
day. They took us to the Stratobowl . T
Stratobowl?
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Yeager: Stratobowl, &t-r-a-t-o, Strato, br stratosphereWe saw this beautiful sight.
There was this large, peahaped balloon rising. It was a light beige color.
There were floodlights on it. It was just a beautiful sight to see it rising from
the depths of this bowl in the mountains. Peoptkéd like they were about
that high, down around the Stratobowl. Well, sad to say, the balloon split.

They told us to go to sleep, and we did. We were tired. We went to
sleep. They woke us up to tell wus the
ascension tisimorning. So, instead of making the 73,000 mile ascent, (laughs)
the balloon went nowhere. Later on, they were able to achieve, I think, an
altitude of 73,000 feet, which was an unheard of distance from the earth. |
think Commander Stevens was one oftthe men slated for the ascension, so
that added excitement and disappointment to our trip.

But overall, the scouting week was a fine experience. We had a good
cook, a college student from Doane College in Nebraska, who told great ghost
stories. (DePue layhs) He could really make our spines tingle, so we sat
around the campfire at night. That was a great experience. Then twice, for two
di fferent summer s, I went to the Preshb
Black Hills, with people from our local Presbyiar Church.

We attended the Prairie Home Presbyterian Church, organized in
1910. The first minister was a Scottish immigrant, a Presbyterian, of course.
He was an educated man with a good Scottish brogue, a very earnest man. He
and his wife rode bicycles every otheeakend to come to our church. They
were stationed at a town fifty miles north of us. The connecting road was a
dirt road and not a very good one at that. He and his wife had bicycles, and,
weather permitting and roads permitting, they would ride bicycidscame
every other weekend to spend Sunday at our church. Then, the next day,
theydd go back to Bison, the town wher
part of a glimpse of the wider world.

DePue: Where was the church when you were growing up?
Yeager: It was three miles west of us. Actually, to begin with, the first year it was still
meeting in the school house. We have a

records, a picture about that long and about that high.
DePue: Just a few inches.

Yeager: | hadto have it blown up. It makes a beautiful picture in color. It was tinted. It
shows this on@oom sod school, where my mother went to school in her early
years and where they also had church. There was a group of about forty
people. It must have been thay that they dedicated the church, their
congregation. Over at the right, you see the two bicycles of the minister and
his wife. | may not be able to find that picture to show you. | wish | could.
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DePue: Il dondét think 1tdéds in your autobiograp
Yeager: Il t s not in there, no.
DePue: Wel | , | 6m confused (Yeager | aughs) bec

here are a lot of Norwegian names and a few German names. But how do a
bunch of Norwegians and Germans end up going to a Presbyterian

congregation?
Yeage: Well, they were good Lutherans to begin with. My mother was confirmed as a
Lut heran, and | 6m sure her brothers an

Lutheran church closer than thirty miles. So, the Presbyterian Church

functioned as a community churchhe Ladi es 6 Aid had an
they had handmade goods, pillowcases and quilts and all kinds of things,

which they made and sold to help support the church. But people in the
community, even the Catholic hobugmi |y, p
they didnét ever go to church there. E
otherwise would not have gone to a Presbyterian church went to it, because

that was the only church for miles and miles around.

DePue: You get a real sense, just listening to yoiyuet how isolated you guys were
from most of the rest of society, to a certain extent. | wanted to ask some more
guestions about the farm itself, ortheradict m sorry, the ranch
family have a car?

Yeager: Yes. My stepfather had prospered. Was a good, hard worker and a good
farmer and rancher. He had bought a 1930 Ford Model A coupe;@ovo
It had a hatch in the back and a spare wheel, with tire mounted on the back of
the car. He taught my mother to drive. Now this was while we weragliv
with GreatUncle. | thought it was taking an awful long time for my mother to
|l earn how to drive, because on Sunday
me , AwWel |, |l ook after Robert; wedbdre go

Well, | realized later that thdyad more to talk about than driving.
(laughs) They were talking about gett.i
decided to get married, they gave us a little notice about it and went down to
Sturgi® eightysome miles away and were married in the Presérgian
Church down there. The minister there was widely known in that region, a
good, strong man. He conducted the marriages and funerals for people from a
wide area.

So, anyway, Nels had this good car and taught my mother to drive. She
would tool along aforty-five, maybe even fifty miles an hour, on this dirt
road. But in good weather, it was a good surface. It was a sandy soil, and if it
had been graded rather recently, it was really a pretty good road. It was only
in bad weather (laughs) that it waprablem.
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What did you think about your mom getting remarried? This would have been
before your fatheros death?

Yes. Wel |, I protested. Il said, ANow |
my mot her said, AOf codadseg, oyBut daedy
really explained to me what it meant to have a stepfather. | sort of learned that

as | went along. He was kind to me. I
|l kept calling him Nels. My ollder Dbro
did. It took me years before | could call him Pa.

0
t

What kind of relationship did you have with him?

We had a good relationship. He was not
and have only brief snatches of conversation about (laugtis)ggéhe hay

loaded properly or doing something else out in the field or fixing fence out in

the pastureland. Most of the land was in pasture. We had a good relationship.

He taught me how to do many things, how to sharpen a mower sickle, how to
operate dorsedrawn mower, how to harness horses.

The horses looked pretty big to me, when | was ten years old. But |
started driving fothorse teams, | suppose, when | was thirteen or fourteen.
Well, | had to stretch pretty hard to get a harness up on thekersigs. | was
a bit gingerly in walking around these big animals, but they never kicked me.
They never hurt me.

Would these be draft animals?

Oh, yes. We also had riding horses, but mainly their horses were draft
animals. They were our bagpower.

No mechanization when you were growing up on the farm?
Well, we had machinery. We had mowers, a planter, a binder to cut the grain.
But was this all drawn behind the horses?

It was all horsedrawn, yes, all horsdrawn. It was several years after | left

home that they finally got a tractor, and that really was a necessity. But, no, |

| earned how to farm with horses, and |
like to work them hard when it was hot and the flieseMgad. So, that part of

it 1 did not like.

One of the things | |l earned to do w
Nels would hold the halter on the hors
at the foot of the horse, (laughs) and | would use a chisel fdvatinener and
trim the horseds hoof. You canét get t
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be very careful and just take the edge
rough. But you have to do it. Well, sometimes the horses sort of keep their

own hoovesn shape by running around, out in the pasture. But | was always a

little nervous about that because, if Old Chub had ever decided (laughs) to

give me a kick, | would have landed in the hospital or worse.

DePue: What was the name? Old Chub?
Yeager: Chub. He was our most powerful horse. In the wintertime, if it was twenty
bel ow, the car woul dnot start . So, Nel

him to the car, put the car in gear, set the spark and the gas, and pull it until

the car started, whichvtould do. So, he was the most powerful horse we had.

He also had a mean streak. My diary in
morning | went out to get the horses, 0
the cows. 0

But, one day, when | went out to gbe horses, Old Chub came at my
horse with his nostrils wide open, his teeth bared, and he was going to, | think,
bite my horse on the neck. Well, | managed to scare him away. | lashed at him
with the ends of my reins and finally got him to leave us atomkgot the
horses to come in. The next day, when | went out to get the horses, | stopped
at the skeleton of a cow that had died and picked up asgjged bone. |
probably would never have won a baseball game, but, when Chub got fairly
close, I let fly with that bone, and | hit him right on the end of the nose. Well,

a horsebds nose is pretty tender. He ne
Well, you get lots of little adventures like that that make life interesting if not
difficult.

DePue: Y o u 6 v dalkimgeabaut the things that you were expected to do on the farm
for a while, anyway, and | wanted just to read a couple of passages. This is
frompagefortyone of your autobiography, and

that you had. You just kind of stad with how this starts.

Al generally had the task of bringi
Nel s6 | arge pasture, chopping the kind
calves and carrying buckets of garbage and some grain to the pigs. Nels
developed severrheumatism, and for several summers in the late 1930s, | did
much of the mowing and hauled the hay.

With one or two exceptions, that decade was characterized by drought,
and we did not have much in the way of crops. Nels managed to get the crops
in in the spring, often some corn and usually some wheat and oats. Most of
what was produced was used for feeding the animals and chickens. Thistles,
as a last resort, provided some hay or fodder, if the crops did not develop. At
least one year, we tried somegdrum and grain. o
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And going down a I|little bit farther
the chicken coop, we kept a large pile of wood, which we had collected from
the creeks. It was mostly dry wood from dead trees and branches. We
sometimes added somednds, which were no longer useable, and culled from
the board pile. When other duties did not require my time, | chopped kindling
for use in starting fires in the cook stove and, in the winter, the heating stove
in the living room. Near the board pile, Wwang on the corral fence, the pieces
of baling wire removed from a bale of hay, when we had to purchase that to
supplement our own supply of hay.

AWhenever we needed to make a repai
getting just the right piece of wood from thedod pile and a length of wire
from the fence. | learned then that, when you are thirty miles from town and a
hardware store, it pays to be able to make at least some temporary repair, with
a piece of wood and some baling wire. Repairing fences was ataskenf
slack times. Fence posts needed to be tamped, to make sure that they were
secure, or replaced. And the barbed wire on the fences had to be stretched or
repaired when broken. 0

Now, the reason | like that is the ingenuity you had to have because
you were where you were.

Yeah. Yeah, | think that was a very important lesson that | learned, how to be
independent and make decisions and do things. That stood me in good stead, |
think, when | got in the Navy and, in different ways, in other dinat

Now I ém sure you didndét have indoor pl

(laughs) No, no. No, we had a wellilt toilet. Some people had drafty

privies, cracks in the boards. Somet in
outside. Thevind could come in underneath it. It would be awfully cold,

sitting on the board, the seat of the privy.

What do you do in the middle of January, in the middle of the night, when
suddenly the urge comes to you?

You getup and go. Pullonsee pants; put on some over
snow; put on a heavy jacket; l i ght t he
and go out, regardless of what time it is. But, generally, you saw to it that you
didndét have to do that. (both | augh)

What dd the family do for water? Was there a well?
We had an excellent well, probably the best water in the whole area and,

seemingly, an unlimited supply of water. We had a well that was
approximately two hundred feet deep.
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Periodically, it was neceasy to pull the well. That meant that you
would have to hoist the rod. These rods, which were, | think, eighteen feet
long, had threads on both ends. So, the rods could be fastendd;esmtito
get 196 feet of rod, down to the point where you had th&eagwer that would
pull up the water. There was a gasket that would close, so the water would
stay in that. When you did that succes
the water pip& about so bi§ so that, finally, the water level would reach the
top of the well, and you could get it in a bucket, or most of the time, we ran it
into the large eighfoot wooden tank for the livestock.

We used a lot of water in the house, of course, for drinking and for
cooking and washing. On washing day | might have hadmy, maybe,
thirty buckets of water. We used fourteguart pails, which meant that, if you

filled them almost full, so they woul d
t welve quarts of water, three gallons.
thewd | , up to the house. And, if you ma

enough to fill the boilers on the stove, so Mother could heat the water for
washing. And then, you had to carry the water out again.

Then, Mother and Nels were able to figure out howde a hose to
drain the washing machine. Our first washing machine was a wooden one,
which had a wooden agitator and wooden gears. My brother and | would take
turns doing the washing. Wedd pull the
agitator, to do thevashing. We learned how to hold a book in one hand and to
pull the crank with the other. We liked to read, so we could read while we
were washing.

That 6d be a good time to be Iistening
could do that.

We didnét have one at that point, and
the washing machine was kept in a small room, adjacent to the kitchen. So, we
would have had to turn it up pretty loud to hear it out in the other room.

Was there a dagf the week that you had a chance to clean up, to wash, to
take a bath?

(laughs) Well, yes. We usually cleaned up on Sunday, Sunday morning.

Before church?

We used a | arge galvanized tub, and we
tenmper ature and take our bath. Then, wh
into a pail and carry it out. Needl es s

(DePue laughs) Maybe a couple of inches or so.
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Did the family butcher some of its own meat?

We butchered most of our own meat. Eve
hogs. Made our own bacon. Made our own hams. Put the hams in the brine.
Wedbd buy this seasoned brine, seasoned

make the brine. So, Nelsn&w how to do the butchering and how to cure the
meat. Sometimes my mother would can beef. She learned how to do that and
how to do it quite well.

We seldom killed a cow, because, for one thing, it was too expensive.
We coul d r ai se titdasell (laughs)we wedeiodt quieta bih a v e |
of money, you know? More often we would buy a quarter. Somebody else

woul d say, nwel |, l dm going to butcher
web6d get rnoaaytdr er maybehaifrogarter of somebodyies e 6 s
beef. You had to butcher a cow in the

good refrigeration.

Our first refrigerator was a Servel gagerated refrigerator that my
UncleHand my mot h er 0 sd bought ®rrher.blr habwas eegreat
addition.Wehad wused an icebox before that.
block of ice about every three days, to keep our icebox cold. But having the
Servel gas refrigerator was a real advance, technologically.

Was hunting one of the ways you put meat ortabée, as well?

Not reall vy, not for us. We had |l ots of
askedmygreat nc | e, AWhy candt we eat rabbit:
kill one, or ydUhepbprwéeheraknuisanaoae, 0s
them with a twentgtwo rifed il 61 | show you. o6 So, he h
started to skin it. After he got it hadkinned, you could see maybe three big

boils on different places on its skin.

We also had cottontail which are much smaller than jackrabbits. If we were
able to get one of them, they made good eating. That was like chicken in
many ways.

At that time, we didndét have deer.
dams on the Missouri River, the deer, which mdhbited the Missouri River
Valley, made their way west. About the same time, the antelope, which had
flourished down in the Black Hills region, north of the Black Hills, made their

way east. So, sometimes theredd be may
dozen deer enjoying a feast in our green fields, when the grain was green.

That was | ater on. So, there wasno6t an
that time.

28



Iver Yeager Interview # VR2A-L-2012032.02

DePue: But the early yeafs and you would have been quite young during this
timeframeéd the Dust Bowl was ravaging much of the country. Was that a
factor in the part of South Dakota you folks were living?

Yeager: Yes, but not to the same extent. We did have some severe dust storms. The
dust blew in, around our trees. My stepfather had planteddbreak. These
were quite common. They were encouraged by the agriculture department to
plant a thick grove of trees on the west and north side of your house, to break
the wind, in the winter especially. Well, he had half a dozen rows of Chinese
elms an willows and other things. The wind blew the dirt from the fields to a
depth of at least a foot around the willows and killed them. It also brought a
|l ot of the dust into the house, despit
seemed to penetrate any kinccocack anywhere. So, the dust storms were a
problem, but not like Oklahoma.

DePue: So, you didnét see all of the cropland
case?

Yeager: No, we never had that much erosion.

DePue: How about grasshoppers? | think yoentioned that you did have a problem.

Yeager: Yes, we had infestations of them. One year, we had quite a lot of poisoned

sawdust, | guess it was, sawdust to spread on the fields. We had it in the back

of the wagon, and my stepfather would then drive thentat intervals, across

the field, while | was in the back, throwing out the poisoned food for the
grasshoppers. We didnoét think it real!/l
because there were so many of them.

A very common plague, in the summer, wias Russian thistle. In
good years, they didnoét flourish at al
weather, the Russian thistles would develop. They would grow into little
bushes. From a single root, the plant would spread out like this. It would be
branches with thorns on them, very pesky. And when they were dry, very
painful, if you got into them with your legs. But they would grow sometimes
to be maybe this big around.

DePue: As wide as your arms could get.

Yeager: And whether the big oreventsema | | er ones, when t heyodc
would break | oose, and theydd pile up
down.

DePue: Well, it sounds like the tumbleweeds. Is that

Yeager: Well...
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ésimilar?

We didndét have thutwederanlg lead (lyghs)thistles e s s ,
that tumbled, like any kind of weed might tumble. They were quite a problem.
Then, we sometimes cut the thistles,
the corn or the wheat or the oats that we planted. Or, nmayigged with

them, there would be thistles. If we cut them green, the cattle could eat them.
They had a very laxative effect on the cattle. (both laugh) They gave the cattle
scours. So, you wanted to be well away from the back end of a cow when it
erupted So, they were not the ideal food, but they were edible for the animals.

We raised our own hogs, and | remember one time when we butchered
two hogs. | think that was a year when we had previously butchered a hog.
Some years later on, when we had sheepywauld butcher a sheep. | never
liked mutton. Ranchers who raised sheep, obviously liked mutton or would eat
it anyway, but | never liked mutton. Usually, we had beef available, getting a
guarter from some other family, who was butchering, or, once, éximghour
own cow. We had hogs. We had chickens, fryers in the summertime and
boilers in the rest of the year.

We had turkeys. Wedd always have
and Christmas, as well as shipping turkeys. My mother earned money on the
side by raising turkeys for the market. In those days, we would Kill the turkey,
without slitting its skin anywhere.
inserting a knife and cutting the turkey on the inside, basically cutting either
the nerves or the tbat, in some way, on the inside. So, the turkey would

bl eed from the mout h, but theredd be

pulling the feathers off the turkey, we would then take the turkey to the house.
My mother would take out the pinfeathers, wdshbird on the outside, and
then, wedd pack them in a crate.

We would take them to town on the day when the train was due to run.
Usually the freight train came and went one day a week. We would ship them
to Chicago, and they would last long enougheach the market in reasonably
good shape. If the weather turned too warm when they were shipped, you

could | ose a whole seasondés worth of

But the way youbre describing this,
innards atll.

Oh, no. No, you had to leave them entire. So, when people bought a turkey,
they had to remove the innards.

What was the advantage of not puncturing the skin anywhere?
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Yeager: Well, the turkey would have spoiled. Once the air got inside the skin, why, the
turkey would have spoiled very quickly. That was to prevent the spoilage that
you left the skin intact.

DePue: Now, this is probably another thirty or forty miles away, butyor e c|l ose t
huge Indian reservation. Were there any experiences you had with the Native
American population?

Yeager: Not directly. We would sometimes see an Indian in town, when we went to
Faith. The wusual phrase waesnydugawe@m unk |
Indian in town, he was drunk.

We saw Indians at the time of the annual Faith Fair and Rodeo. This
was an annual affair in August, when many Indians would come from the
reservation. Theyodéd bring theifthebi g, w
fairgrounds for a week. Theyodd put on
and war bonnets and put on dances. So, we got to see Indians that way. But
otherwise, generally, we saw them (laughs) as individuals, drunk in town.

Their main reservation wamsver east of usThe town of Eagle Butte
was another, twerkfive miles east from Faith. It became the center for the
Indians, after the Missouri River was dammed and flooded. A lot of the
Indians had to leave that area, so they moved to Eagle Buttendibe |
Affairs built nice homes for them, provided schools.

But the education for Indians was always a problem. My older brother,
as a newspaper man, wrote a series of newspaper articles on the various
reservations in South Dakota, describing the problefntise Indians in trying
to gain an education or in trying to educate them. If an Indian left the tribe and
went to Minneapolis to work and made a good living, his relatives would all
come to live off him. That was the way you did things. And, if some badly
money, he was to share it. Well, it made it (laughs) impossible for anybody
really to get anywhere. So, the plight of the Indians, I think, is still very
difficult.

| went to an Elder Hostel in New Mexico some yearsdagaybe
twenty-five years ago nowrhey had a lot of Indiadsmost of them from
Mained who came to the college in that town, because they had a good
program in art. The Indians liked to learn their various ways of becoming
artists, whether painters or sewing beads or whatever else. Batlthes,
one night at this college, put on a play, depicting the plight of the Indians. It
really was a pretty somber experience, to hear them tell about their difficulties
with alcohol and drugs and money and all the rest. So, | think the Indians are
still having difficulty.
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Well, this is a complete change of subject here, but | wonder if there were any
special traditions you remember around the holiday seasons, especially for
Thanksgiving or Christmas.

Well, Thanksgiving was alwaysabigdy, and wedd often inv
theyod invite us for Thanksgiving. Chr
community, at the schools. The school Christmas program was a big

community event. People from the area would come from miles around,

whetherthey had children in school or not, for the Christmas program. We

would learn Christmas songs. We would learn poetry and sometimes write
things for Christmas programs. Wedd ha
Christmas was a very big event in the yead, ae always enjoyed it. Of

course, Santa Claus would come with a bag of candy for us, during the

evening. And after a while, we got so we could tell who Santa was. (both

laugh)

Well, I think I mentioned that | wanted to go back to your high school
experiences, and weobve finally got to
away was Newell, again, from where your family was?

Fifty-five miles.

So, what was the arrangement you had? Were you boarding with a family in
Newell?

Well, the first year | was thedemy junior yead | worked for my board and

room. My mother and Nels went down ahead of time, talked to the school

of ficials, and they said, AThe Gadsden
with them. oo

Now, Jim Gadsden was an efiecian. He was in charge of the Black
Hills electric office for that community. He also ran the company store. So, if
you wanted a washing machine or a drye
store, which he operated. But he was also a skilled electrananhe would
shinny up a pole in no time with hispt spurs, but hooks. He taught me a lot
about electricity, by the way. So, | lived with this family.

They had a small house though. They had two young children, very
young. Ruth was about two years adad Jimmy was less than a year old.
They also had a high school girl who lived with them to help with the children
and the housework. She had a small roo
room in the house for me, but they had a big granary buildinglla w
constructed building, back of the house about thirty feet. That became my
house.
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One of the first things | did, while | was living in it, was to line the
walls with big pieces of cardboard. Jim Gadsden would get the washers and
dryersinlargecardboad cart ons, and |1 6d take the
between the twdy-fours, to keep out the draft. | had a wood heating stove in
the room, which | used in the wintertime. Now, in mild weather, it was a
comfortable place. | had a good study lamf.idim always insisted that |
have good light.

| would come home from school, take care of the chickens, milk the
cow, process the milk and I 6d bring in
would probably spend an hour or two in the evening, sawingiwblaere
were a lot of trees that were planted along the irrigation ditches, because there
was a source of water. Then, there was a whole row of trees, about so big
around, the trunks were. Theyodd been t
fifteen feet highSo, one of my jobs was to use a-gnan/tveman s a w. It 6
about this long.

About three feet.

| 6d saw the trees and cut them down, <
and a trailer to haul the chunks of wood back to the house. Thie, in

evening, | would put these blocks of wood and pieces of tree on a sawhorse

and saw them into stove length and cramp my hands. (laughs) It really would

cramp my fingers. The next day, when | tried to type, it would make it very

difficult.

| greatly enved my classmate, Lillian, who also went to the Newell
High School, because she was a pianist
time with typing, (laughs) because she
pianist besides. 0 Hapaquhadiotypelfortymeordss an A
a minute. | typed 39.5, and happily, the teacher rounded it to forty. (laughs)
So, | passed. | got an A.

Did you think this arrangement that vyo
that a fair trade, free room and bo&wd all that labor?

Yes, | think | got a good deal. | think | probably got a better deal than they

did, because they were generous about letting me try out for and participate in

some of the high school activities. The first semester | was themses in the

boysdé glee club. I couldndét read a not
learn the tenor part from the fellow next to me, so | could sing along with it.

Anyway, the director of the band and the glee club was the director for the

annual opretta and tapped me for the lead for an operetta. Well, (laughs) |

sai d, Al think you ought to choose Car
have. He knows how to sing. Why donot
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dependmay motm. s Hew magy foor a r e

canot
id, Al want you to do it. o

I

sali
Well, the pianist, a high school student, was very patient. She would

play the song for me. | suppose it maybe took me going through a song six or

seven times, before | can memorize simging part. Well, the arrangement

was that, instead of feeding the chickens in the wintertime at, say, 3:30 or

4:00, when | got home from school, | would come home at noon, on my bike,

and replenish the food supply for the chickens, so they would Imevegle
feed for the day. Then, | could stay after school for an hour for rehearsal.

Well, I also was
able to take part in some
of the debate programs,
and that also took some
time away. So, the
family was really very
generous in letting me
have some paiht the
school activities.

Now, we became
good friends. | kept in
touch with the family
over the years. |
corresponded just really
recently with Mildred. Jim died years ago, but Mildred was ninety several
years ago, and |1 o6ve been in tough
of my boyhood experiences, because | mentioned the Gadsden family there.

Newell High School Speech Club, 1939-1940. Iver is farthest
to theright in the front row.

wi t h

Wel | ,
looking now
at a picture
of the
Newell
football
team
(Yeager
laughg in
1939, and
you :
OIbViOESIy '.r.-;o'i"im.\.
playe : :
football as
well.

S L B kBT

Newell High School Football team, 1939. Iver is the second from the left in
the front row.
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Yeager: Well, thesixman f oot bal l. Yeah, we didnot h a:
have enough men in the schoolto have anelevann t eam. Ther e wa
much competition to make the team, so | got tefet

DePue: What were your favorite subjects, by the time you got to high school?

Yeager: Well, | really enjoyed Latin, especially my second year, when | could translate
Caesar and hissallic Wars | really enjoyed that and wrote it out. | think |
still have my translation. | really enjoyed Newell. My favorite course at
Newell was geology.

The teacher was Burns Taft, who was araadlund (laughs) man. He
taught biology. That was his main subject. But he was also the director of the
band, the director ohe glee club, the director of the operetta, and, on
Sundays, if the minister was away, he would preach the sermon. He was full
of energy and full of (laughs) ideas, and he taught this course on geology.
They had to call it #fANosret t hAemesrtiactaen dGe
recognize geology as a high school subject. But | had the same course,
somewhat reduced, that | had later in college when | took geology. (laughs)
So, | knew all the basics, before | got to college. But it was an exciting course.

In the spring, there were four of us who did a lot of things together.
One was a longime friend, Calvin Stomprud, and th&arryl Hansorand
Bill Taft. When we had the course, then, in physics or in chemistry, we were a
team of four, and we did a lot of things together. | enjoyed both those courses
very much.

In geology, in the spring, the four of us decided, as our project, to
make a map about threeet wide and about four feet high, out of plaster of
paris and shape it enough to show where the mountains were in North
America and where the Grand Canyon was. Then, we painted it different
colors to show the dominant outcropping in a given region, stgpwirich
geological era was exposed at that point. Then, we got to talking and saying,
AYou know, we ought to go out and see
mount ains themselves. 0

So, we talked our teacher, Burns Taft, and our coach, ORdlieing
togowi t h us in Burns Taftbds car. | was
the middle in the front, but | had a good view through the windshield. So, the
two men and | would be in the front. The other three fellows would be in the
back. We loaded our bedioon the front and back bumpers, and we filled the
small trunk with grapefruit, potatoes, a few cans of beans and things like that.

Most of our meals, we cooked on the wa
cottage cheese and other things, along the way. Bigpent eight days on
this trip.
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We traveled over two thousand miles. We went to Yellowstone and
spent a couple of days there. We went up to Glacier Park and spent a couple
of days there. Came back across southern Alberta, down through Montana.
Saw the cppersmelting works in Butte, Montana, and really just had a
wonderful time. Burns Taft provided the car. The other five of us paid for the
gas and the groceries. It cost us each about $6.50. Once in a while, we had to
pay an admission, but not often. Biuvas really a wonderful experience,
being with the other fellows and also seeing the wonders of Yellowstone and
Glacier Park.

DePue: You coul dndét even get close to that ki
inflationary dollars.

Yeager: (laughs) No,youeul dndét do it now. We camped o
one. The first night we were in the Li
snow, so we rented a cabin. We got the snow anyway. It came in through the
chinks of the cabin. (both laugh) But, anyw#he rest of the time we slept
outside.

We were at Kalispell, near Glacier Park. Ordinarily we drove only in
the daytime, because we wanted to see the scenery and see the geology. But
that night, we drove until after dark, so we would be able to enteidsl
Park, first thing in the morning. Then, we stopped north of Kalispell, about

five miles.

Burns Taft said, Al ol l walk a litt!]
down. o Well , hedd gone maybe twenty fe
heardasplash ( DePue | aughs) We couldndt do

what was happening. Pretty soon (laughs), maybe twenty minutes later, he
came to us, dripping wet. Hedéd wal ked
was swept down to a curve, where he was abbfirtto out (laughs) and come

back to us. So, we almost lost him, but not quite. But we had some adventures
along the way.

DePue: Did you miss your family during the time you were going to school? You
were spending an awful lot of time away from the faratlghat time.

Yeager: Wel | |, | did, but | was so busy that |
every four or five weeks, | 6d spend a
always had a very good car. They would drive down to take her to school, and
often | would ride with them. Theyodéd c
weekend quite often, and so | could arrange to come home on the weekend
when Lillian was going home too. Il 6d s
five weeks, at hoocmeiththefamily. | di dndt | ose
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But that was the year when my brother George was born, just before |
started my junior year. My brother Larry was born just before | started my
senior year. But he was born withél c a
pr obl e mamusaethatigrows across the lower esophagus, so that food
cannot get into the stomach. So, when he was two weeks old, he had to have
an operation in the hospital at Rapid City. The doctor performed this
operation, and | went down to see him in the haspHe was tiny, because he
hadnét really had any food for two wee
stomach. He had needles in his two wrists, and he had needles in his knees. He
was just a little bundle of bones and skin.

He grew to be about sieetthree, (DePue laughs) very strong, the
tallest one in our family. (laughs) He became a highway engineer, was the
superintendent of highways in northeastern South Dakota for about twenty
years, with a staff of 250 people and lots of machinery. He learnedohow t
elevate roads, when the floods started filling the kettle holes that were crossed
by the highway. One highway he had to raise twelve feet. If you raise a
highway twelve feet, you have to have a base about three times the width of
the highway. He had atlof experience that way. Then, in the wintertime in
6093, Il think it was, there was an i mme
snowplows from Minnesota and |l owa to K
been one of the very successful members of our family.$¢le c o mi ng t o s
next week, by the way, he and his wife.

Wel | , I mentioned, when we started, (Y
Jacksonvill e, but | know that youdre i
too, arendét you?

Yes, at the end of the month. Our sonbo

kept a room at home all these years. He has lots of books, a table saw, a band
saw, a lot of things over the years. The movers are coming to collect his
belongings on the thirtietand take them to California, where he lives. Then,

on either the thirtyfirst orthe firsbt hey dondét kantohwe wéeltl, f o
come to collect our belongings, to take them to Denver, actually to

Engl ewood, which is a swunguwedrecerfanDenver
about thi® we 6 | | be flying from St. Louis to

Then, we will have a new address, at that point.

l 6m just curious. |l s the house that yo
still there?

Yes the house is still there. Well, I
probably thirty years.

Okay.
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But , | went to see it in the |l ate 1960
thirty-three years, and one of the places | went waséathis house. Well, we

were the newest house on the block, and there were vacant lots adjacent to us.
They were building houses in that block.

So, we went back, and here was a completely (laughs) settled

community. Trees, you know, had been thereglont i me. | woul dnot
recognized it. | went around the corner to see if the fire station was still there.
Well, theredos a fire station in the sa

not the one that | knew. (laughs)

Webve been ba arldaughtemapnd herihustEsd.livedd
there for eight years, after they were first married, in Denver. Ouinsianv
Is a geophysicist, works for Chevron Oil. Our daughter got a PhD at Berkeley
i n geography and then, tooko,she master ds
worked for some years as a hydraulic engineer. That means that she learned
how to build canals and dams and construct drainage ditches and things like
that. She became qualified as an expert witness for fishes.

Water rights are very valuable iretNVest, and if a person can show
that he got water from this particular stream on sarathsuch a year, he has
the right to X amount of water, regardless of the total flow. The next person
will get water, if thereds soson.iwel,b | eft o
the state came to the conclusion that the fishes have the prior right. They were
there before any humans came along. (DePue laughs). So, our daughter would
be sent for trials when they were determining who had how much right to how
much wateof this particular stream. So, she was an expert witness on behalf
of the fishes.

Wel | |, |l et 6s take you back to (both | au
few decades there.

Sorry.

Oh no, thatos fi ne. heYaed93dseWere yaunone bfi gh s
the people who would be paying attention to what was going on in the world
at the time?

Yes, we really did. In my senior year, we had a course in American history,
and on Fridays, we had a currevents day. So, weexe very much aware.
During much of our senior year, we were talking about the Phony War going
on in Europe. France and Germany each had a powerful defense against the
other, the Maginot Line.

Okay, you graduated in May of 19407
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Yeager: Yes.
DePue: Okay.
Yeager: So, most of that year was still a phony year. It was May of that year when

Hitler moved into Poland, and we suddenly realized that this was no longer a
simple, European war.

DePue: Well, yeah, Germany att ackadholPyearand i n
you would have been watching that, it sounds like.

Yeager: | was thinking he made an invasion somewhere in May. But maybe it was
some

DePue: April or May of 1940 is when they attacked west into the Low Countries and
into France.

Yeager: Yeah, right. Okay. And then, in September, into Poland, okay.

DePue: So, you would have had that whole year, where it sounds like your class was

watching that closely?

Yeager: Well, September of 640, I was in colle
monthof high school when things were really beginning to get hot in Europe.

DePue: Were you thinking this was going to have a potential implication in your
future?
Yeager: |l dondét think we gave it very much tho

away. Foranother, (laughs) the last few weeks of school were full of activities
and getting ready for graduation. | think we did not really pay too much
attention to it at that point.

DePue: What did you think you wanted to do after you graduated?
Yeager: Well, | knew | wanted to go to college. | just had a keen interest in going into
the ministry, but | didndét want just t

philosophy. So, my older brother had gone for a couple of years to South
Dakota State in Brookings, ahdlecided to go to South Dakota State.

So, in the early summer of 1940, | corresponded with people at South
Dakota State and set up a program for a major in philosophy. It was not a
strong program because, after all, South Dakota State was primarily an
agicultural and mechanicalrts college, not liberal arts. But they did have
enough hours for a major in philosophy, so that was my initial plan.
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Wedbre going to get to college in just
couple of questions he. The first one is, looking back on those crucial years,

when you were growing up, who would you say would have the biggest

impact on your life, the most influential person in your life?

Clearly my mother and, | think, in a positive way. | nelbecame overly

dependent in an emotional sense on her, but she strongly encouraged me to go
on to school. She did not want me to drop out, even to help on the ranch. She
was the most influential. My own father had really very little influence. For

one thing he died when | was, well, not quite twelve.

How aboud

| should add another comment about high school. My senior year in high

school, | made arrangements to live with the family of the local
Congregational mi n i sdnchis family betaugeot t en t o
during my junior year, I went to that
church, so | went to the Congregati ona

But, at any rate, | became friends with the middle son of the Ericson
family, athough he was three years younger than I. But he was active in the
speech activities, including debate, and | got to know him pretty well. So, |
asked the Ericson family if | could stay with them. Their older 3ohp was
a year behind me. They had a fhnof three sons, but aldg d i tmabtlies
lived with them,Mrs. Snyder So, they had a houseful right there.

But Johnslept in a large screenda porch on the north side of the
house, unheated. They said | could share the bedlwulith (laughs) He was
hard to get wup in the morning. Hedd st
using his telescope, and hedd barely g
his seat in the study hall, as the last bell sounded.

| would get up earlier and go to schodks. Ericson was a fine cook
and a very wholesome person. So \&aser, her husband. This was a very
positive influence in my life, and they contributed a great deal to me. So, |
lived with them. | paid $15 a month for board and room, which was a bargain,
but it was the going rate at that time.

It sounds like you had an awful lot of influences on your early life.
Oh, | did.
The various people that you lived with, your stepfather and your own parents.

Thinking back on those years, wheagre the things that you did that you most
enjoyed, that brought the most joy to your life?
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Well, certainly, a major part was reading. | loved to read. And not just for fun,
although I liked that, but also for information. | liked music, to themtxto

which | could participate in it. | enjoyed being with other young people at

church, both out at Maurine, at the Prairie Home Church, and the church in
Newell . The young peopleds group there
ElmerEricson, the mmister, | think, managed a very good youth program for

the church. That was very positive and very enjoyable. | loved to travel, and |

loved the people | could travel with, whether my high school classmates or,
sometimes, adults. So, there were many dfieaspects of life, which | found

enjoyable.

Were you a good student?
Yes. | (laughs) graduated from high sc
Where did you rank in your class?

Well, I tied for first. Lillian, my classmatef the past five years, likewise had
seventeen AO0s and one B.

Was there some competition between the two of you?

Yes, always. But it was always goodtured, never unfriendly or cutthroat.
Oh yes. When we were out at the 4nem school anthigh school, some

days | would get a hsaverdAnetiter daynidbwowddh e 6 d g
be the other way around. So, | always felt that she was my equal. But, in a

|l etter that she wrote to me in | ater vy
thanl was. 0 (DePue | aughs) Well, | didnbo
we tied. The superintendent called me in and explained the situation. So, |

volunteered. | said, AwWwel |, make me t h
val edict or iwaars. o i Weel.| ,T htartadts t he way it

officially we tied.

When | learned, late in the summer, that Macalester College gave a
tuition break to students who were number one in their class, | wrote and the
superintendent wrote also, explaining thegally tied for first. Otherwise, |
could not have attended Macalester, i f
could have been a costly (laughs) act of courtesy, if Macalester had not
acknowledged that | was number one in the class.

Youdvnet inmened Lillianés name quite a bi
two strictly friends?

We did a lot of things together. When | was eight years old, | sometimes

would walk two miles over to Lillianods
stamps. Sé collected Canadian stamps because they had Canadian relatives. |
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coll ected other stamps, and weob6d excha

had games like Touring, and we would play games. So, we did quite a lot
together. There was no girl her age thatfslmad companionable, and | had

no boy my age. But we were in the same class, and we really got along very
well. We never really dated. We did a lot of things together, but never really
dated.

Maybe thatds going to come in the ¢
That comes in the college years, yes.

Youdbve already talked a Ilittle bit
that the notion, that you could get help on the scholarship? Was that one of the
main motivators for going to Macalester?

No, the main motivation was the college itself and also the prospect of living
in a big city again. | remembered enough about the positive advantages of
living in a city, like Denver, that | really wanted that experience. | had a
viewbook, along with theollege catalog, which described the cultural
advantages of the Twin Cities and of being a student at Macalester.

Macalester provided students with three free tickets to the symphony.
In my freshman year, | went to the Minneapolis Symphony. We went by
streetcar, and | heard Fritz Kreisler, a renowned violinist, Kirsten Flagstad,
who was still in good repute at that point, and also John Charles Thomas, a
baritone. Now, this was a great experience in music, but | also took great
advantage of the museums.rfeme thing, my speech class required that | visit
certain places in the Twin Cities and report on them in class. One of them was
the Minneapolis art museums, so | went over and studied Chinese art,
especially jade. Gave my report on that.

Another time, lwent to the Ford Motor Company plant on the edge of
St. Paul. They built the plant where they had the supply of sand, because they
made their own window glass and windshields, right on the grounds. | saw the
Ford motor assembly plant there.

| really enpyed the advantages of the city. Well, | found the college
very inviting, because of the faculty and the courses they offered. So, it
seemed to me, a very rich world, in contrast to what | knew would be the case
in Brookings, where it would be a pretty trésted life, a small town and a
somewhat remote area.

Well, | know that the reputatiédnat least now and | think it was at that tiéne

of Macalester was that it was one of the premier, libartsl colleges in the
country. Would that have been these?
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Yeager: It was a strong college, but I think that it probably did not have that high a
rating at the time. Colleges, in those days, were rated more in comparison with
other colleges, related to the same denomination. My first teaching position,
aftergraduate school, was the College of Wooster in Ohio. | went in to talk to
President Turck at Macalester on one v
wish that people wouldnét always think
Coll ege. 0 So, todviewmthat most pdoge thowglit Weostér e d
was a much better college than Macalester. But it was a good, strong college.
It had a fine president. The son of that president, by the way, was DeWitt
Wallace, who founded the e a d e r 0. 8lis fAthegl@asetiim five
hundred dollars. The father said to a
to borrow money to start some business

DePue: (laughs) Well, he did all right for himself though.

Yeager: In later years, of course, they provided millions anllions of dollars for
Macalester, and it was that financing that really boosted it.

DePue: Okay, youdbve already given us some i de
first started?

Yeager: |l 6m sorry, my major. .. What?

DePue: When you first started at Macater?

Yeager: My major?

DePue: Your major study, your focus of study?

Yeager: Well, I went with the idea that | would really like to major in geology. | took
the course in geology, and then | real
have someadvaacd cour ses in chemistry and ph

the math background for that. In the meantime, | found | had greater interest
in other fields, such as religion and philosophy.

DePue: Was that the time period you were most thinking that perhapsitistry
would be your future?
Yeager: | had mixed feelings about it, because | was quite aware of the conflict many
people see between religion and science. | took the biology course at
Macal ester, because | 6d nevewhowasd bi ol

a very fine biologist. He had a PhD in biology, but he was also an ordained
Presbyterian minister. He was a great help in dealing with the relationship

bet ween science and religion. He made
up science if yoget involved with religion. So, that resolved that conflict.
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But | also came to the realization that | wanted my ministry to be
teaching, rather than preaching. I was
deal with certain issues in religion, if you a@astor. | wanted to be free to
hold the views which | believed were compatible with three ways, with
science, with philosophy and with religion. | felt | had a freedom to do that, if
| were in teaching, but | would not have that freedom, if | werepasioral
ministry. So, | never really expected to go into the pastoral ministry.

| wanted to read something here from your book. The title of this one is
College Years: Autobiography of Iver F. Yeager, Part Two, 1940 to. 1944
This one will get usnto the other aspect of how you could afford going to

Macal ester. Wedve already gotten into
and this is from page twentyh r e e . Il think youodre talk
Christmasti me. | t 6asd oa a douple gf oceagigns &t r o m h o

least, you stayed there rather than go home.

AThe college dining room was cl osec
breakfast cereal with water instead of milk, but that really was not appealing,
and | then bought milk. Inooler weather, | could keep it a day or so on the
window in my room.

At Chri st masti me, | 6d someti mes sub
and pans at the greasy spoon, officially known as the Dutch Mill. This was a
modest restaurant, about a half a bléxokn campus, on Grand Avenue. |
would get my meals in return. Otherwise, | usually had a sweet roll and a
glass of milk for breakfast, costing ten cents; a tuna sandwich on toast, fifteen
cents, and a milkshake, ten cents, for lunch; then supper, medtgsand
gravy, a vegetable, a glass of milk and dessert, pie or cake or a dish of
pudding, thirtyfive cents.

The going rate for student labor was thifitye cents per hour, so |
could count on two dollars a day, required for food. Sometimes | bought a
small package of dagld sweet rolls, at the bakery outlet on Grand Avenue,
just north of St. Clair. My shoes wor e
temporary soles. It was not (laughs) very effective, and | got a blister on my
foot, which became facted. | had it treated at the college infirmary, and the
nurse advised me to get some new shoes
(both laugh)

So, you scraped through a lot of different circumstances there.

Oh, yes. Yes, moneywas always ght . One time | actual
because | did not have three cents for
would have given me three cents or given (laughs) me a stamp, but | was too

proud, | guess, to ask for it. So, | had to wait until tegtrollege payday,

whatever that was, before | could buy stamps.
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You mentioned, after your father passed away, that you got this five hundred
dollars. Did that go to school as well?

Well, | spent some of that money living with the Ericsamily in my senior
year in high school, and | spent fitliree dollars for a Corona silent, portable
typewriter, before | went to college. So, | had about $250 left when | started
Macalester, and over the years, that disappeared too. | finished colEya$2
debt to the college. | paid that off, after | was commissioned in the Navy.

So, the money from my father helped, yes. | must have used quite a bit
of that for that trip to Winnipeg. When | was reading it over, | read that |
wanted to go to Winnipegnd was willing to pay ninetfive dollars. |
t hought , AMy gosh, how did I ...0 (laug
had left by that time just going to Winnipeg, but it as a worthwhile trip.

Webdbve been at this f orlaughsylovasplamhinggto hal f
finish off your college years, but we can pick that up in the next session, or we
can spend another fifteen or twenty mi
completely up to you, lver.

Wel | , |l et 6s go ahead.
Okay. Didyou work through most of your college years as well, then?
Oh yes. | almost always had at least one college job, sometimes two or three. |

often worked partime offcampus, usually for short periods, a few weeks
maybe. But, at the college the fisgar, | had a job working in the dormitory,

delivering the mail twice a day to dif
director of the dormitory. That gave me a good contact with an adult. Dan was
his name. | 6ve been f ofriends maadnanyt hat | OV

places, including high school and college, who have been very helpful.

But later, | became the official recorder for the college, operating the
coll egebs Presto recorder. Froinute e x amp | e
programs ofmusic, for the choir or a lecture or a program at the convocation
at the college. | also cut hundreds of small records for freshmen speech. The
speech department made heavy use of this recording equipment, and that kept
me busy many hours.

| also workedsometimes, downtown. For example, | worked for some
months at the St. Paul Fire and Marine Insurance Company, downtown, in the
mailroom, along with two or three other college and-ohlool students who
had come in to handle the outgoing mail. We wouldess the mail, run the
letters through the folding machine and put them in the window envelopes.
They always kept a secretary on hand, until the last letter was out, because
once in a while, the machine would crumple a letter, and the secretary would
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havet o retype it. They didndét have anyt'lF
those days. But that was a good experience. | learned a lot froatlavl
students(both laugh) the ones that were working down there.

| worked for most of my junior year at the $tiBaptist Church. It had
a fine minister. Northern Baptists, as they were then known, were, in many
cases, liberal Baptists. This man was a liberal thinker in regard to religion, a
very positive man. | worked for a year, as the director of the youthtesiat
the church. The Sunday night meeting was the main requirement. | preached
for him a couple of times, when he was away, during that year.

Now, | had other experiences. Sometimes | had jobs putting up storm
windows in the fall for people. Sometimesh at was a bit di ffic
to carry a storm window from the basement, up to maybe the second floor, put
it out through an open window, from inside the house, wiggle it around until
you could feel the hooks catch on the outside, let the windogy tleawn and
close it. Then, in the spring, of course, you had to take the windows down.

There were almost always, in the winter, srsivoveling jobs. All these jobs
paid thirty-five cents an hour. We were close to Summit Avenue, which was
the plowed stredh those days. It still is one of the grandest residential areas,
| think, in the city.

DePue: This is St. Paul again?

Yeager: In St. Paul. We just were a block away from Summit Avenue, and | had a job
to go up to an address on Summit Avenue. Well, SurArenue, in places,
had a boulevard strip in the middle. There would also be thrtraffic in the
middle and then a service road on either side for people to get to their houses.
So, | had the job of shoveling this driveway from the road, past thedause
was a big houge to the sunken garage, a thiesr garage. Well, the area was
sunken. (laughs) The garage wasnodt sun

Anyway, there was about fourteen inches of heavy, wet snow, and
when | got to the garage, | had to lift each shovelful of snowy @aover, and
throw it up over the bank, about four feet high. As | threw the snow up the
bank, | had to throw it further each time to get it to stay up on the bank. Well,
this job took me five hours. Then | went in, and when | told her it was five
hours the maid really complained that | was so slow. Well, (laughs) | was so
tired | couldndét think of anything to
me thirty-five cents an hour for snow shoveling.

So, | had many jobs. Twice | worked in the postoeff once delivering
mail. But it was a very cold winter. There was lots of snow. | was grateful for
the two apartment buildings which had entryways, where you could get inside
the building and put the mail in the boxes. One kind lady would always invite
me in for a cup of cocoa and a cookie in the wintertime.
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The next year, | asked for an indoor job. So, | worked in the package
department of the downtown post office. A huge conveyor belt would dump
package after package on a huge sorting table. Peopld wail packages
with toys and candy and cookies in a flimsy cardboard box, held together by a
single thread of flimsy string. Now, when these packages broke open, we did
our best to put them back together and to put things in that we thought
belonged toliem. | worked that winter in the post office in downtown St.

Paul. So, | had a great variety of work experiences.

DePue: Did all of this work leave any time for any kind of extracurricular activities?

Yeager: Yes, | kept busy with that. | was active in tWiacalester Christian
Association. | was always on the committee for planning the religion and life
week, where we had a series of meetings, always including one on religion
and science. | became active in the student government. | was active also in
the Hstory Association, and | should mention that one of my jobs, for about a
year and a half, was typing the programs for the college chapel.

So, | got to be friends with the head of the religion department, Edwin
Kagin, who warned me about the dangers afig¢egationalism, (laughs)
when he realized | was drifting away from the Presbyterian Church. But we
remained good friends, and he performed our wedding ceremony, when we
got married. But | worked with him.

| worked with the dean of the college when | wlagng the recording,

because | would drive the deands car 0
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. The dean had a Dodge car, with a
forerunner of automatic dri ve, which |

responsibilly of taking the recording over there, and after the recording had
been played, bringing it back.

There was a man named Fred Replogle at the college when | went
there, who was the director of personnel. He functioned as the dean of
students, but, unliketoher deans of students | 6ve K
any major responsibility for discipline. But he was a very kedémded
person, very sharp, very personable and very helpful to me. | worked for him
a lot.

When we had to move out of the dormitory to make room for the Air
Force contingeid they wanted to use the college dérihwas assigned the
job of organizing a campaign to solicit possible rooming places for students in
the community. We had a good respors® people were quite willing to
take students in for a semester to let them finish the year. This had to be done
at the middle of the year, in my junior year.
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DePue: With all these different jobs you had, it sounds like you were something of a
fixture on campus. You knew so many people.

Yeager: Well, | enjoyed that. | really appreciated people like Fred Replogle and Dean
Ficken andDanand others. | got to be good friends with Earl Ward, in the
English department. He persuaded me to take my final esgaint in English
as a course in Chaucer, which he taught. Well, 1 was reluctant because | was
going to take a sophomore course in English. | thought, if I took that-upper
class course in Chaucer, | 6d be in wit

Well, I did take tle course and really enjoyed it thoroughly and
enjoyed getting to know Earl Ward. He liked to prepare recordings of various
poetry that he would read for his classes. So, we had picked out some music
that he wanted to use as the background for readindg=Tl.S.. ©hie W/aste
Land, and | made the recording for him for that. | also got to be good friends
with the choir director, because | recorded the choir. So, | had a lot of
connections around the college. | really did enjoy the college experience. It
was a vonderful experience.

DePue: Well, I want to take you to one particular snapshot of that college experience,
and this would have happened, | believe, halfway through your sophomore
year, on December 7, 1941.

Yeager: Yes.
DePue: The day Pearl Harbor was atked.
Yeager: That was a really remarkable experience. It was a Sunday afternoon. | was

babysitting for the new house director who had a young child about a year old.

Well, the baby was asleep when | went there, and | lay down on the (laughs)

carpet in tle living room, and | fell asleep. Well, | woke up and turned on the

radi o. |l didndét have a radio, so | tur
figured out that something had happened at Pearl Harbor. So, the attack was

still underway when | heard about Tthat was how | learned about Pearl

Harbor.

The next day, we had a college group that met in the theater in Old
Main, so we could hear President Roosevelt deliver his speech about the day
of infamy. Well, we men knew what this meant for us. You may relmeenif
you read that far, that in my first month at the college, probably early October

of 1940, | signed a petition to keep u
175 ot her men, I had my name on that p
studentof Macalester College, protest the passage oStiective Service

Act, 0 which | believe was on September

aimed at us, and we would be the prime targets for the induction into military
service,and we had nodesiremmbpart of Europeds war .
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Well, the president of the college called an open meeting of the student

body | ate that afternoon and talked to
what you want to as individuals, but you may not use the name of the
c o | | degvas from Kentucky. He had been president of Danville College,

in Danville, Kentucky, Charles J. Turck;Urr-c-k. He gave us a pretty good
talking to (laughs) about what was going on in the world and about
responsibilities that he thought we should atce

Well, | thought he was impugning our patriotism, and so, with a good

deal of fear and trepidation, |l stood
of sitwuation, in a public way. Il said,
simplydonotwant o be part of what we consider
he didndédt make any retort to that. We

introduction to the Selective Service was that petition.

When the time came, | registered for the draft. Some of my frigidds
not. Some of them were conscientious objectors and chose to participate in all
kinds of experiments, as an alternative to military service. Well, | concluded,
after thinking about it a good deal, that | could not conscientiously say | could
not kill aman. | realized that |1 would kill a man if | thought he were a serious
threat to me or my loved ones or my friends or my country. So, | did not
become a C.O.

| registered with the Selective Service Board in Sturgis, South Dakota.
That was the county sefair Meade County, where we lived. It was the third
largest county in the country after, I think, Los Angeles County and maybe
Houston. But it was 110 miles from one end to the other. We were eighty
three miles from Sturgis, where the Selective Service Bowt, and |
registered with them. That led me then, in the summer of 1942, to consider
different alternatives of the Air Force or the Army or the Navy. | concluded
the Navy was the place for me to go.

The Navy would allow me to join the-¥Y program, whibh was
designed to prepare officers for the Navy by having them graduate from
college. The Navy wanted educated men for its officers. The Navy was a class
society, and officers were set apart and above the crewmen. If you look back
to sailing days, you camderstand what a great difference that might have
been, socially, culturally, educationally, in every way. At any rate, | wanted
the opportunity to complete college, which the Navy offered in tHre V
program.

| signed up for that, passed the physicalihe summer of 0642
accepted. My vision was thirthirty. The doctor looked at my arms. He said,

AYou know, your arms arenodét quite str a
why | couldndét pitch a ball esa&ry well
| oads of hay. o | mi ght even have said,
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never bothered me. It never restricted
okay. o (laughs) He also said I had a s
AwWel |l , | ot st lodt peDipdte hrawkeabl y wondot m
either. o0 And it hasnot . Il &dm ninety now
| wanted to ask a quick question.
Yes?
You said that you signed that petition during the time that Germany and

Europe were at war, and you said, nWe
After Pearl Harbor, did that change your thoughts about whether or not we
should be fighting in Europe as well?

Oh, it made a big difference, of course. Yes, | would saty byethe end of

my junior year, there were very few of us who were ddaldied physically
gualifiedd and were not preninisterial or premedical students, who were still
on the campus. By the time | left the college (laughs), there was hardly
anybody left vino was not 4 or headed for the ministry and had a deferment
or headed for medical school. So, it made a world of difference in our attitude,
to realize that, well, it really was our war.

Well, theredbs one advant ageollegeo t hose Kk
campus. Il would think now, youbre a mi
campus than men. Would that be correct?

Yes.

Which isnét necessarily a bad thing, i
No, but that one semester, there were a lot of Air &aren too.

Was there an Air Force ROTC program there?

There was an Air Fo
not sure why they d

dorm anyway.

How closelywere you following the events of the war while you were still at
Macalester?

Pretty closely. | did not have a radio. | did not take a newspaper. But there

were lots of newspapers around, and, as students, we talked a lot among
ourselves about whatas going on.
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Wel | |, | &dm sure that you were an excell
about the very involved work schedule you had and some of the

extracurriculars as well. Did that leave any time for any kind of a social life

for you?

Some, yes. |l didndét date very much, p a
money was a major problem. But also, | had very little time. | knew | had to

do well. Each time | went to a new environn@mitor example, | went to

Newell and then went to colle§d wondered how | could manage, whether |

could hold my own, whether | could compete. That was certainly true when |

got to college. Well, at the end of the year, | found that | was tied with a

young woman for number one in the class, and | maintained my numéer

standing throughout college. | was able to compete.

| was in a freshman biology class, with eighty other students, many of
them premedical students. We took a special test in biology. | scored higher
than anyone else in that class, including the pasnThat rather amazed me.
Wel | , |l didndédt know until the end of t
| felt 1 had to keep up (laughs) the pace, so | often worked until 11:00 or 12:00
at night. Sometimes | would take a cold shower to wake up, sdd study
anot her hour. 106d wake up early in the
study. | learned how to use my time very effectively.

But | did go to social functions. | had a date for the homecoming
dance, which is the big social event of the y&&rupperclass counselor
arranged a date for me with a senior student, Lucy Buck. | had invited a
freshman studenMarnie Buck, but she already had a date. My friéfid)

sai d, AWell, she has an older sister,
andshe accepted. We had a very nice time. She was very pleasant and

(laughs) didndét pull rank on me. ( De Pu
and went to a movie once or twice, but
family lived on the edge of the campus,d s hedd i nvite me ovV
or so. But, when | came back after Christmas, | decided I really had to

concentrate on study. So, | didndét dat

Well, | know that there was one other young lady, atd&easid this might
have beelin your junior yead a young lady by the name of Natalee
Carlanded

Yes, yes.

écaught your eye.

(laughs) Yes.
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DePue: l &m going to read this quote that was
guote. Then, | 6ahd youtcantteh us more aboutethat. This y o u,
I s, maybe, quite a while before you ac
remember thinking that Natalee was a very nice girl. But she was clearly out
of my class, and | did not expect to d
Yeager: Well, that was because | got to know a little bit about her. She was starting her
freshman year, when | was starting my junior year. | knew her older sister,
Beth, who was a senior and a year ahea
never dated her. Well, | mélatalee at a freshman mixer, just before the
coll ege year started, and | knew that
they lived in Minneapolis. And, just to get to Minneapolis, meant two
streetcar tokens, and itdéd mean two coO

If I invited her for a date to go to a movie, that would mean four
streetcar tokens to go to the movie and back and maybe a treat afterwards. |

simply didndét have the money to do it,
never really considered and even thoughtuabating Natalee in that first
year.

Things had changed considerably the next year. She was living on
campus, in the horrec [economics] house. | invited her for the homecoming
dance. This now was in my senior year, her sophomore year. We had a
wonderfu time, but I, in the meantime, had reflected on it and decided |
would not become romantically involved with a young woman at that stage.

I had friends who had girlfriends.
marriage. They maybe had a weekend, sometimes g wéhla wife and
then would go overseas. In some cases, that person never came back. So he
would leave a widow, and, potentially, he would also leave an orphan or a
fatherless child, not an orphan. | did not want that situation.

But, as | became bettecquainted with Natalee, | (laughs) decided she
was the kind of girl that | really wanted to be in touch with, and I told her so.
But | also told her | did not want to develop any formal or definite
engagement at that stage, until the war was over, arabséed with that.

DePue: Would it be fair to say that you were smitten?
Yeager: (laughs) | was.
DePue: (laughs) Who went first? Were you...

Yeager: Oh, I think I did. (laughs)

DePue: (laughs) What was it about Natalee that you were so attracted to?
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Yeager Well, I knew that she was a good student. She was intelligent. | knew that she
was very nice and just had very nice social manners and attitudes. She was
pleasant. She was fun to be with. She was, for me, a good dancer. | was not a
particularly good darer myself, but she was a good dancer.

It happened that | was on campus during that winter break, and Coach
Primrose saw me one afternoon and said
for New Year 6és Eve?0 Well, this house
campus and so | went over. And there was
met her parents before nor her older brother, who was dating a Primrose
daughter. Natalee was there and Beth. So, that alerted me to the possibilities,
and | invited Natalee to go to the@v Ball, a dance right after Christmas.

Again, we had a wonderful time. The final dance of the evening at the college
that year was Hoagy Car michael 6s #AStar
so | arranged, probably the next night, to walk her home trentibrary.

| was working at the library evenings, and she was studying at the
library. So, when the library closed, | would walk her home to the kexne
house. When that semester ended, as it did at the end of January, | was now
finished with school, it she was not. She moved to live with her older
brother, Kenneth, and his wife in an apartment near the campus. So, | no
longer had to worry about getting to Minneapolis to see her, and | saw her
practically every night from then on, until | went into gexvice. So | was
smitten hard. (both laugh) Then we held fast to the fact that we would not
make any formal arrangement until later on.

DePue: To include, saying that you were not engaged at that time?

Yeager: We were not engaged at that time. We didbemome engaged until after |
had been back and wedd seen each ot her
ended.

DePue: Was there any discussion about whether or not each of you would see other
people?

Yeager: | mentioned that very early, and in our correspance, | said to Natalee that |

wanted her to be free to see other people. She wrote back and said she did not
plan to do so, and, as far as | know, she did not date after that.

DePue: And your options for seeing other people were (laughs) rather limtath

you were in the military, |l 6m sur e.
Yeager: Well, right.
DePue: | want to read one other passage in here, and this is page twenty. This is

relatively early in the relationship, but | want to get just some more thoughts
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on what youo \waswel anvare & averly wideesocial @ap
between us. As Professor Mary Gwen Owen reminded me in speech class,
there was still a lot of South Dakota in me. Natalee did not give any hint that
she was sensitive to the difference. She would not have knowre me,

that my parents were divorced, that my father had essentially abandoned the
family and that my mother had remarried and now had three sons by her
second marriage.

Al avoided, when possible, saying t
would saythat my mother had remarried and that my father had died in an
auto accident when | was about twelve. That was the truth, but not the whole
truth, since my mother had divorced my father and had remarried before my
father died. In those days, there was s@wcial stigma to divorce, perhaps

more in a rural community than among ¢
for you?

Yeager: Yes, it was a real <concern. |l |l eft out
met her at the mixer. A few days latbtyles Clakd a year ahead of rde
called me and said, AWhy dondt we go o
Carl ander sisters?0 This was a Sunday.
sai d, ASur e, | et 6 s d oMyleslcadlad the Gadandere t 6 s ¢
home,ad Beth answered and said, Anwel |l , t
and | are here. Why Myles @laikand yvwent overdome 0 Vv €

see the Carlander sisters. He brought along his phonograph and his calypso
records, which were a lot of fun,&mwe had a very nice time with the
Carlanders.

But | was impressed by their home. Later, | realized this was pretty
typical of a middleclass home, but to me, coming in from the country, so to
speak, it looked like a very substantial...Well, it was vallt. | soon learned
that they had a very strong family life. So, it just seemed to me there was a

real gulf between our experiences and
guess, maybe |1 6d become enough sociald]
AWell s worth a try.o (laughs) And for
respond.
DePue: That gets us, basically, through your college years. When did you graduate?
Yeager: | finished my college experience in ryear. | had gone to summer school the
summerke f or e . | &ahe howaskinemy jution year,Jknowing that time

might be short. So | had enough credits, and | had completed all the
requirements for the various courses by the time | had completed one semester
of the senior year. So, | finished #ike college requirements by the end of
January, 1944,

DePue: Was that your decision, or was the Navy impatient for you to finish?
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The Navy was impatient. They really wanted me to come in the fall, prior to

this. But | had accepted a position asphesident of the Community Council,

which is students, faculty, and staff, who combined to deal with community

Issues and concerns. It was a major responsibility, and | had accepted it,

thinking | would have the semester. Well, | wrote to the Navy amtitké is

the case. Al would really I|ike to fini

Well, later, Bob Hood a good friend in the same boat that | was in

decided, AWell, wedd better go. Everyb
(laughs) Well, them he Navy di dndét want wus. They
filled that position.o So, we got to f

graduation exercise, which was in May. | was a thousand miles away, at the
north end of Lake Champlain in Plattsburg, Newi¥ k , at Navy Mi ds
School. So, | missed that graduation.

Okay, just a couple of other questions, then, for today, to finish that up. Did it
bother you that you missed the graduation ceremony? Did you regret that?

| regretted it, but ivas caught up with the Navy at that point and studying

very hard. | wondered too, when | got into the Navy, whether | could compete.

Wel | , |l didndét know, wuntil the commiss
ranked seven out of more than eighteen hun@ed! found | could compete

there too.

Well, wedll get into a | ot more about
your mother think about you going into the Navy?

She was quite willing and favored it. My older brother had already gooe in
the Army, and she accepted that.

Was he an officer?

He became one. Apparently my mother suggested to him that he apply for

Officer Candidate School. So, | think she (laughs) was on the lookout.

AWhat 6s the best tbhiogghotrtmybeoaBhooiV
well-qualified. He spent, | think, about three and a half years of his high

school experience in Faith, working in the printing office. He learned to

become a linotype operator, and he learned a lot about publishing papews

in that process. He took typing and shorthand. He became very good at that,

and that stood him in good stead, when he became a newspaper reporter, after

the war.

So, he had a lot of qualifications when he went into the service, and he

also had a caqale of years of college behind him. He went to Officer
Candidate School and, because of his fine record there, he was named an aide
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to Major General Harry Hazlett, who was the commanding officer of the
training school in Georgia, where they prepared theps for going overseas.

DePue: Well, I know Fort Benning was the head of the infantry school.

Yeager: Okay, well, this man was the commander in charge of that. Anson was his
aide, and they made a trip together, with some others, to Europe. | think they
saw the Anzio beachhead, when it was still a hot place. Anson had that
position for about a year and afha

DePue: How did Natalee feel about you going into the Navy and about military
service in general?

Yeager: She did not object. It was really the expected thing, unless a person had a
conscientious objection to war or was headed for the ministry or atedic
school. Then, military service was the expected and accepted thing.

DePue: Okay.

Yeager: | 6m sure that she had some concern abo
t oo That 6s why | didndét want to have

DePue: Januaryof1944.t 6s still a very hot war.

Yeager: Oh, yes.

DePue: Well, I think this is a good place for us to finish today, unless you have some

final comments to wrap things up.

Yeager: | am finished. (both laugh)

DePue: Thanks very much, lver.

Yeager: Y o u 6 r e elcomer Markw appreciate your courtesy and your helpfulness.
DePue: Well, I look forward to the next session.

(end of interview)
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DePue: Today is Thursday, July 26, 2DIMy name is Mark DePue, the director of
oral history with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libreayd | 6 m her e
today for my second session in Jacksonville, Illinois, with Iver Yeager. Good
morning, lver.

Yeager: Good morning, Mark.

DePue: We had an exallent conversation lasttimen d even t hough | 6m g
in our Veterans Remember series, we hardly mentioned the military at all. It
was all about your experiences growing up in western South Dakota and going
to school at Macalester College and sovery interesting insights in those
periods.

Now,what | thought 16d start with he
comment that you had madewards the end of our last interviewhere you
had signed a petition, but then the war started. You elected appty for
conscientiousobjector statushut there were people that you went to school
with there who did. | wonder if you can tell us a little bit about what happened
to some of those people.

Yeager: Well, one of themwho was a good friendvas namedahn Moll. He was a
very conscientious person, aré an alternative service, he volunteered to be
in an experiment at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. In that
experimentthe purpose was to determine how much people could study when
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